
Immanuel Lutheran Church and University Student Center 
Announcements for December 8, 2019 

  
Welcome to Call Notes! 
  Here you can find quick updates on our call process for our new pastor! 

  
Save the Date!  
 
Today, December 8 @ 10 a.m. – Voters' Assembly.   
Agendas are still available in the narthex.  An additional agenda item that is not in the packet: 
"Update from the Call Committee.”   Please make note.  
  
Your Call Committee is discussing:  

 Scheduling pastors for Sunday Services 
 Our church constitution & bylaws  
 An interim -vs- vacancy pastor plan  
 Timeline for the next steps! Your Call Committee is comprised of Council & Elders.  
 Ask us questions!! 

  
Our call committee is moving along as we prepare for our first conversation with Pastor Lee, a 
possible Intentional Interim Pastor who could be available to come to Lawrence as early as January. 
We were not approved by the Kansas District President to speak with Pastor Moorhead so we hope 
to be able to have conversations with several other vacancy pastors in the near future. Our call 
committee feels it is important to speak with several pastors and have options as we look for 
leadership during our transition time. 
 
We look forward to bringing you more information, and we invite you to attend a Call Committee 
Q&A on December 1. Don't forget our annual voters meeting scheduled for December 8 . Both 
meetings will be held during our Sunday School hour. We appreciate your attendance and we are 
blessed by your involvement!  
  
IMMANUEL AT A GLANCE 
 
December 8 — Voters’ Assembly 
December 10 —  L.I.N.K.  
December 12  — Blind Ministry Outreach Christmas Dinner 
December 22 — One Worship Service 
December 29  — One Worship Service 
  
 
OPPORTUNITIES THIS WEEK:   December 8 - 15 
  
S=Sanctuary, LL= lower level, LIB=library (Rm 203), AC= Activity Center, Rm 105=Youth/Campus 
Room, Rm 205=North Classroom, MR=Music Room 
  
Second Sunday of Advent  
 
Sunday 8 8:30 AM Worship Service with Communion—S  
   9:35 AM  Sign-Language Mini-Lesson—LIB 
   10:00 AM  Voters’ Assembly  
   11:00 AM  Worship Service with Communion—S 
   12:30 PM  Sunday Lunch Bunch 
    



Monday 9 11:00 AM Faithfully Fit Forever—AC 
   6:30 PM  Call Committee—Room 207 
   7:00 PM Council Meeting-Room 205 
 
Tuesday 10 6:30 PM Constitution Committee—Room 205  
   7:00 PM Close Kit Friends—Room 105 
   
Wednesday 11  11:00 AM Faithfully Fit Forever—AC 
   6:00 PM  Midweek Advent Supper—AC 
   7:00 PM Midweek Advent Service 
   7:45 PM  Chancel Choir Rehearsal—MR 
  
Thursday 12 9:30 AM  Bible Study—Room 205 
   12:00 PM Quilting for LWR—LL 
   5:30 PM  Blind Ministry Outreach Holiday Dinner—AC 
    6:00 PM Deaf Ministry—Room 105 
 
Friday 13 11:00 AM Faithfully Fit Forever—AC 
  
Saturday 14 8:00 AM Men‘s Bible Study—Room 205 
 
Third Sunday of Advent  
Sunday 15 8:30 AM Worship Service with Communion—S  
   9:35 AM  Sign-Language Mini-Lesson—LIB 
   11:00 AM  Worship Service with Communion—S 
   12:30 PM  Sunday Lunch Bunch 
   1:30 PM  Church Christmas Tree Decorating 
     
PRAYER REQUESTS 
“A Praying Church Is a Growing Church” 
  
Members/friends in retirement centers/nursing homes/at home: 
Lee Flachsbarth—at Pioneer Ridge 
Sandy Flachsbarth—at Bridge Haven 
Jo Lutz—at Brookdale East Wichita 
Don Chapin—at home 
  
SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS:  
Boldness in our mission for Jesus to our community and world. 
Families to attend worship and Bible Study, and faithfully bring children to Sunday School. 
Our ministry to students, faculty, and staff of Kansas, Baker, and Haskell Universities 
  
FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY: 
Protection and care for those in the military, especially in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
  
FOR HEALING: 
For Leona Hettinger, Sharon Hettinger’s mother-in-law.  
For Doug Hitt, Caryn Scott’s friend 
For Melinda Lacy, partner of Leslie Traylor  
For Anita Burkhalter 
For Dolores Rose, mother of Julia Rose-Weston 
For Lou Hammer 
For Betty Leggott, mother of Sharon Leggott 



For June Floyd 
For JoAnn Siler 
For Twilla Berry, friend of Maria Pope 
For Brian Kubota 
For Vic Perry, Lee and Sandy Flachsbarth’s friend 
For Rob Simons, Sharon Hettinger’s brother 
  
FOR COMFORT 
For the family of Mary Gordon, friend of June Floyd, who died in Colorado on Nov.29 while visiting 
family.    
For family of June Floyd, whose aunt, Josephine Routh, is in hospice care. 
For Don and Linda Herbel, and family, on the death of their daughter, Lori Grimmett. 
For Dustin, June Floyd’s friend, on the death of his mother 
For Sharon Hettinger, on the death of her friend, Jean Haigh 
  
*Prayer requests will be listed for only one month, but may be renewed monthly. If a change in 
prayers is needed please notify the Prayer chain and church office. 
  
PARISH NOTES AND NEWS 
 
VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY: TODAY, DECEMBER 8, at 10 AM Plan to attend the voters’ assembly on 
today during Sunday School time, in the Activity Center at 10 am. The packet is available in the 
narthex. There is an additional agenda item that is not in the packet: "Update from the Call 
Committee."  Please make this note in your agenda. We look forward to seeing you on December 8! 
 
SUNDAY LUNCH BUNCH Every Sunday, will meet at the flowing locations.  We want to invite 
everyone—single and married—to join us for lunch. We meet at 12:45 p.m. at different locations 
each week. Meet at the restaurant or carpool from church.    
Dec. 8, Spin Pizza 
Dec 15. Hyvee Restaurant  
Dec 22, Johnny’s West 
Dec 29, El Potro, S. Iowa St. 
We hope members from both services will join us.  We want this to be open for all to come for lots of 
conversation and laughter.  Please call Martha Preboth, 316-207-6455 or Marvin Bredehoft, 785-
865-7520 for further information.   
 
ADVENT SUPPERS AND SERVICES will be held on Wednesday, December 11 and 18.  
 - A potluck supper at 6:00 p.m. and Advent Service at 7:00 p.m. 
 - Please bring a dish to serve 8 or more:  soup, salad, a side dish, or a dessert. 
 
THE STORIES OF ADVENT will be the theme of the Advent Midweek Services held each 
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. beginning this week.  The focus for each Wednesday will be as follows: 
      December 11 – Advent Expectation:  the story of Elizabeth 
      December 18 – Advent Faith: the story of Mary. 
The beautiful setting of Evening Prayer in Lutheran Service Book will serve as the liturgy for these 
midweek services.   
 
THE CHRISTMAS GIVING-TREE is in the narthex today. Tags for gift needs will be on the tree. If 
you know of anyone who needs help please contact JoAnn Siler, 331-5259.. 
 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS If you would like to provide a Christmas poinsettia for this season, you 
may purchase a plant in honor or memory of a friend or relative.  Order forms may be found in your 
mailbox, or on the table in the narthex.  The cost is $12.00 each and checks should be made 



payable to Immanuel Lutheran Church. Place your check and this completed order form in the 
‘Poinsettia order’ mailbox by December 10.  
 
L.I.N.K. (Lawrence Interdenominational Nutrition Kitchen) is a great community service opportunity, 
and we can always use more help.  Your next opportunity will be Tuesday, December 10 at 
12:00 p.m.  Remember, “If you give some of your own food to [feed] those who are hungry and to 
satisfy [the needs of] those who are humble, then your light will rise in the dark, and your darkness 
will become as bright as the noonday sun” (Isaiah 58:10). Note: Please bring only ready-to-serve 
food.  
 
JUSTICE MATTERS: Do you want to play a role in identifying and winning solutions to the serious 
community problems you and/or your neighbors voted on at the Community Problems Assembly? 
Consider attending the Research Kick-Off on Saturday, December 14, from 9:00-11:30 a.m. here at 
Immanuel. 
 
You are welcome, whether or not you are currently a Network member. Come and learn more about 
our research process and participate in the first committee meeting for one of our three Action 
Committees:   
• Homelessness -- this year’s new issue! 
• Jail Alternatives  
• Restorative Justice in Schools  
 
Your active participation in our research process is what will make us successful in transforming our 
local systems. For more information contact Virgil Dean (785-424-5115) or Ann Hossler (305-205-
3136). 
 
COME CAROLING! Share the joy of the season.  Join the Church Choir and the Men of Immanuel 
in caroling in the community on Monday, Dec.16 at 6:00 p.m.  ALL are invited.  Meet at Immanuel at 
6:00 p.m. and we will carpool to locations to spread the joy of Christmas. If you know of anyone or a 
place which needs cheering up, call Marvin Bredehoft, 842-1587. Please sign up in the narthex book 
so we can plan carpooling.  After singing, we will return to Immanuel for hot chocolate! Sign up by 
Weds, Dec 11, in the narthex.   
 
ADVENT BOOKS FROM LUTHERAN INDIAN MINISTRIES are available in the Narthex.  Some of 
the lessons have been written by the staff at Haskell LIGHT, Bob & Deon Prue and Bill Paris. The 
book is also available online. 
  
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES  
- Christmas Eve, at 5:00 p.m. and at 7:00 p.m., without Holy Communion  
- Christmas Day, at 9:30 a.m., with Holy Communion   
&  New Year’s Eve, at 7:00 p.m., with Holy Communion  
 
URGENT: Counters are needed after the December services listed below. If you can help, 
please sign up in the 3-ring binder in the narthex or contact Cristi Hansen (cristi4now@gmail.com; 
785-550-9001 (leave message)). 
Dec 22 Sunday 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve (after 2nd service) 
Dec 25 Christmas Day 
Dec 29 Sunday 
Dec 31 New Year's Eve 
  
PET PANTRY DONATIONS will be collected in the narthex as the Blind Ministry Outreach conducts 
their winter project. Please bring food, toys, and other pet items for stocking the Pet Pantry this 



season and look for the box in Immanuel’s narthex provided for donations.  Also needed are re-
sealable plastic bags in gallon and quart sizes for repacking smaller amounts of food and treats.  
  
SHOPPING FOR CHRISTMAS ON AMAZON? Consider shopping smile.amazon.com and let 
Amazon make a donation to Immanuel! Choose Immanuel University Lutheran Church (Use the 
exact name as shown here) as your favorite charity and allow Amazon to help us payoff our building 
fund!  PS: It works year around, we just thought you may be using Amazon more as we get close to 
Christmas. 
  
LAST CALL FOR 2020 PASSION PLAY The deadline for tickets for the world-famous Passion Play 
as part of the EXPERIENCE GERMANY: Lutherland and Oberamergau Passion Play tour has been 
extended to December 12.  Join this once-in-a-lifetime colorful, historical, and inspirational tour of 
Germany from September 5-10, 2020.  For a brochure and more information, contact Pastor Tom 
Harries at 913-888-4772 or at harriesth51@gmail.co. 
  
ECUMENICAL CAMPUS MINISTRIES (ECM)’s Fair Trade Marketplace Featuring Ten Thousand 
Villages will be open daily from November 29-December 8, 11am-5pm (11am-8pm on Final 
Friday). You’re invited shop for unique holiday gifts that help end the cycle of poverty and ignite 
social change around the globe. Located at 1204 Oread Ave., the market is on the main floor and 
parking is available on the building’s south side.  Contact ECM at 843-4933 or learn more about fair 
trade at www.TenThousandVillages.co. 
  
ADVENT COFFEE WITH LWML Please join us for Music, Devotion, and Fellowship at the LWML- 
sponsored Annual Women's Advent Coffee.  Saturday, December 14, 2019, 9:00 a.m., at the home 
of Eleanor Woodyard, 1215 Oxford Terrace, Lawrence.  
 
CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATING On Dec 15, at 1:30 p.m., join in decorating two Frazier fir trees 
for the church. Questions, call Marvin Bredehoft, 842-1587.  
  
YOUR ELDER is available for spiritual care you might need. Your Elder, until January 2020, is 
assigned from the following list: Ralph Planthold (4), Head Elder; Scott O’Neal (2); Marvin Bredehoft 
(3); Rick Lucas (5); Brian Stapleton (6). Please check the Church Directory for your assigned Elder. 
The number in parentheses immediately after your last/family name indicates your Elder number 
from the above list, e.g., “Smith(1).” 
  
GROCERY BUCKS SALES NEED YOU! 
Our sales for Grocery Bucks continue to slump since Dillons discontinued their discounted sales; but 
we still have enough members that shop at Hyvee, Checkers, and Merc if they would only 
purchase the gift cards from Immanuel.  Remember our church debt has been reduced by 
approximately $70,000 since we started selling the cards back in 2007!  It cost our members 
nothing!  The grocery stores sell non-profits gift cards at a 6% discount.  The church receives the 
difference!  It is very easy.  Cards are on sale every Sunday before early service and in between 
early and late in the Treasurer’s office.  Please give it a try if you have not!   
  
In 2017 profits from sales of grocery cards totaled $5,237.90.  In 2018 the grocery card profit was 
$4,917.54, and 2019 we have profits of $3,385 through October.  Our mortgage balance is now 
$48,167.91 with a maturity date of 5/28/21.  We budget a payment on our mortgage each month, 
and receive funds from grocery buck sales, Dillons rebates, Amazon Smile, designated donations, 
and Thrivent Choice Dollars.  In May the extra payments totaled $979.12.  In April the extra 
payments totaled $1,858.39.  We have averaged $1,146 for the past 12 months. 
  
If you have Thrivent products such as life insurance, annuities, etc. you have Thrivent Choice 
Dollars. If you have never donated them, they go away each year.  You have until March, 2020 



to donate your 2019 dollars to Immanuel.  Consider donating them to Immanuel (which goes 
directly to the Mortgage Fund).  Simply go to Thrivent.com and set up a user name and password 
and select Choice Dollars.  If you don’t know how to do this, please let Elois Allan know.  She will be 
glad to offer any assistance.  If your church group (Men’s Club, LWML, Youth, etc.) has dollars that 
are available, consider making a special gift to the Mortgage Fund.  If individuals want to make a 
contribution, please be aware this needs to be above your monthly contributions so that we can 
continue to maintain our budget.   
  
Together we can reduce our debt at a faster rate!  Some people say they don’t buy a large amount 
of groceries each week, but the cards do not expire!  It is like a prepaid credit card and they are 
good until you use it up.   If we can raise $13,000 from all sources by the end of 2020 the mortgage 
will be paid off.  
  
Please give it a try and we could easily get our debt paid off!  What a blessing that would be to our 
church at this point in time.     
  
Thank you!   
   
GENEROSITY THOUGHT Matthew 3:1-2 – “In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ ” John prepared the way for 
Jesus by preaching repentance. Then, when Jesus’ ministry was complete and He was raised from 
the dead, He sent out His disciples to preach “repentance and the forgiveness of sins.” We never 
outgrow the need for repentance – examining our lives, turning away from our sins, and turning 
toward Jesus in faith to receive His forgiveness and strength for a renewed life of godliness. 
  
THE LUTHERAN HOUR  "Love Is Enough"  Loved and Sent Series - God shows us a different kind 
of love. It's love for the world that is not of this world, love that is focused outward, love that gives 
without requiring anything in return.  (Matthew 22:35-40)  Listen to The Lutheran Hour next Sunday 
at 7:30 a.m. on radio station WIBW 580 AM (Topeka), at 8:00 a.m. on KCMO 710 AM (Mission), or 
at 8:30 a.m. on KLWN 1320 AM (Lawrence), as Lutheran Hour Speaker Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
shares his message. Or you can listen to The Lutheran Hour on streaming MP3 at 
http://www.lutheranhour.org/default.asp. 
  
  
ATTENDANCE/OFFERING 
Sunday Worship Service, November 24  124   
General offering: $3,485.00 
Needed each week $7,212.40 
  
PLEASE JOIN A BIBLE STUDY GROUP: 
 
Sunday Morning:  
 + 10:00 AM— Students/Youth:     
— Youth—IFLY Bible Studies - Rm 105: We are studying Bible Studies for Life – “Simplicity: Finding 
Contentment in a Busy Life & How to Know God’s Will.” 
— iROCC—Middle Schoolers’ Class - Rm 205: We are studying "What the Bible Says About Angels"  
  
During the week:  
— 9:30 AM Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study: “Mormons: Who They Are, What They Believe” 
— 8:00 AM Saturday Morning Men's Bible Study: We are studying Marcus J. Borg's  Evolution of the 
Word: The New Testament in the Order the Books Were Written, in which the Books of the New 
Testament are studied in the chronological order they were written, in their historical context, to see 
how Christianity developed in the first century A.D. and beyond. Study resumes December 7. 



  
IMMANUEL’S FINANCIAL PICTURE THROUGH November 2019 
 Sunday                                 General Fund Offering 
        November 3                                    $10,412 
        November 10                                  $ 7,705 
        November 17                                  $ 5,073 
        November 24                                  $ 4,723 
        Thanksgiving                                      $822                             
  
As of November, the total offerings received for the General Fund were $298,486.23.  This amount 
is $43,156 short of the budgeted amount for January - November.  
         
November payments from the General Fund were $18,144 and with all General Fund income of 
$31,281, the General Fund Balance is $12,918. 
  
Please consider how you might help Immanuel financially at this time. 
 
SERVING IN THE HOUSE TODAY 
  
Preaching:  Pastor Tom Harries 
   
Organist:  Dee Kaczor 
   
Elders:  8:30 Ralph Planthold 
   11:00 Brian Stapleton 
  
Ushers: 8:30 Herb & Tammie George  
   11:00 Eleanor Woodyard and Vern & Ruth Ellen Bartels 
  
Greeters: 8:30  Rick & Linda Lucas 
   11:00 Julia Rose-Weston  
 
Lay Reader:  8:30 Sara Deterding  
   11:00 Lynn Krusemark 
 
Deaf Signers:     8:30    Sunnie Planthold / Christine Mennicke 
 
Lay Caller:   Caryn Scott 
  
Communion Care:   
   8:30 Jake & Lisa Lahm 
   11:00  Anne Ferguson 
  
Counters:  Carolyn Gil 
   
Acolyte:  Elliott Storm 
  
  
  
 


