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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 Does church membership matter? 

 

Over the last two decades, observers of our society have noted that people don’t join 
groups like they used to.  Social clubs, civic organizations, and service leagues all re-
port declining membership compared to twenty years ago.   

Churches are not immune from this trend.  Gallup reports that in 2020, just 47% of 
Americans are members of a church, mosque, or synagogue.  That’s the first time the 
rate has dropped below 50% since Gallup started measuring in 1940.  Just twenty years 
ago, the rate was 70%.  That’s a significant drop! 

Why the decline?  One of the main reasons, according to Gallup, is that an increasing 
number of Americans have no religious preference.  That is, they don’t identify with 
any religion.  But even among Christians, the rate of church membership is declining 
fast.  Perhaps in a future article or Bible study we should examine more of the reasons 
for this decline. 

But for now, let’s get back to the title of this article:  Does church membership matter?  
As we’ve seen, for a growing percentage of Americans, the answer is no, church mem-
bership does not matter.  Many are taking a casual approach to church membership.  
After all, as long as I believe in God, why should it matter where, or even whether, I’m 
a member? 

In the Scriptures, the issue is not whether Christians should become members of this or 
that congregation or denomination.  The Scriptures tell us that Christians are members 
of Christ’s Church on earth.  By virtue of your baptism into Christ, you are now a 
member of the Body of Christ, which is the Christian Church on earth.  As it says in 1 
Corinthians 12:27, “Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” 
Christians are by definition members of the Church. 

And what is the purpose of this Body of Christ? What are individual Christians doing 
together in the Church?  Several things:  The Church gathers around God’s Word and 
Sacraments, through which the Holy Spirit creates and strengthens Christian faith. The 
Church strives to confess and teach the Word of God purely, avoiding false teaching 
(see Galatians 1:6-8). The Church tells others about Jesus and participates in works of 
mercy and service. 

Joining a congregation, then, is a means by which a Christian is intentional about his 
or her God-given mission within the Body of Christ.  To join a particular congregation 
is to come under the spiritual care of a particular congregation of believers, to receive 
God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament together with that congregation of believers, and 
to work together in witness and service to the community and world.  We strive to do 
these things not in a haphazard or random way, but decently and in order (1 Corinthi-
ans 14:40), in order to be as efficient and effective as possible.   

Does membership in a Christian congregation matter?  Yes it certainly does!  If you 
have questions about joining Immanuel Lutheran Church, please give me a call. 

 

Blessings! 

Pastor Wehling  
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Council Minutes — February 2023 Immanuel Lutheran Church                                           

Immanuel Lutheran Church Council Meeting– January 10, 2023, 6:00 pm 
Mission To Share God’s love in Jesus Christ by Word and 
Deed to all people. 
Attendees  Pastor Andrew Wehling, Pat McCandless, 
Mark Crabtree, Amy Lund, Laura Carson, Barb Riley, Lisa 
Lahm 
Absent  Amy Wilson, Beth Dwyer 
Guest  Tim Hetzler 

Call to Order The meeting was called to order by Pat 
McCandless at 6:04 pm. 

· Pat welcomed the new members Amy Lund, Lisa 
Lahm and Laura Carson. 

· Pat provided a list of his Top 10 Goals for Council 

Opening Devotion/Prayer  Pastor Wehling opened the 
meeting with a lesson from the Large Catechism on the 
Sixth Commandment: ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ The 
lesson included Luther’s definition and command that eve-
ryone should live chaste in thought, word and deed, espe-
cially within the state of marriage.   

Pastor’s Report 
· Pastor provided a detailed report giving a summary of 

the time he has served Immanuel. 
o His emphasis for 2023 is “Solid, engaging, joyful, 

well-planned, Christ-centered worship and Bible 
study that sends us out to serve God by serving 
others and striving to live out the Good News of 
Jesus in word and deed.” 

o While discussing statistics, it was requested that 
Pastor provide a report comparing last year’s statis-
tics to current year. 

o January 29 is a 5th Sunday. A time of fellowship 
with snacks and coffee will be held immediately 
after the service. 

o Pastor reminded the council that the upcoming 
planning sessions with Rev Dan Galchutt are 
scheduled on Monday, 1/30, and on Wednesday, 
2/1, at 6:30 pm. 

Consent Agenda was moved and accepted by Mark Crab-
tree and seconded by Lisa Lahm. Agenda accepted. 
· No items were removed from the agenda. 
· Minutes were submitted by Barb Riley and approved 

via email. 
· Treasurer’s report was submitted by Amy Lund and 

approved via email with no questions 
· Statistics report was submitted by Leslie Traylor and 

approved via email. 
o Last year’s statistics will be included as a compari-

son of the current year. 
· Church calendar. The responsible party will send up-

dates to Office Manager. 

Special Reports 
· Pat reminded council that all monthly council meet-

ings, with the exception of February, will be held on 

the 2nd Tuesday at 6:00 pm. February’s meeting will be 
held on Monday, February 13, 2023. 

· LCEF loan update 
o Pat reported approximately $51,000 has been paid 

on the loan. 
· Constitution Committee 

o The constitution draft has been completed by the 
committee and will be sent electronically to council 
members and elders. 
§ Everyone should complete a review by the 

February 13 council meeting. Suggestions or 
changes will be discussed then. If approved, it 
will be sent on to the District. 

Old Business 
· Kansas District Grant Application 
 o Pastor and Pat will complete the application for a 

potential maximum grant of $40,000, for church im-
provements. 

· 90/10 Training 2023 Lease 
o The scheduled meeting was postponed due to ill-

ness and hospitalization. Amy Wilson and Ashley 
will meet in the near future. Our proposal provided 
to Ashley and Peter will include at this time: 
· An increase in lease amount 
· provide proof of insurance 
· Lisa Lahm recommended in the future, we in-

clude a clause stating the new lease must be 
completed by the end of the previous year.    

· Organizations Immanuel supports 
o Pastor and Pat will provide a list for 2023. 

· Ministries List 
o Will be included on the February agenda. 

New Business 
· Monthly ministry reports 

o The committee chairs will now report directly to 
Pastor. He will then report to council.  

· Annual Meeting Reports- must be turned into Kristel 
Lewis no later than January 16. 

· Annual Voters’ Meeting of the congregation will be 
held February 5, 2023. There are no items to be voted 
on at this time. 

· Red Wagon  
o Barb Riley will coordinate the Red Wagon and 

communicate with the congregation. 
o Council agreed to support Ballard Center in 2023. 

· Bulletin content 
o Pat recommended a cut-off date on each bulletin 

announcement. This will keep the bulletin fresh 
with current news.  

· Narthex 
o An ad hoc committee will be formed to explore 

ideas to refresh the narthex. 
 

continued on page 4 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church              Notable Numbers 

NOVEMBER 2022 & DECEMBER 2022 BUDGET 
NOVEMBER   DECEMBER  
General Offerings  $24,677 General Offering $25,154 
Building Use $75 Building Use $200 
Other Income $72 Other Income $2,432 
From Other Accounts $1,115 From Other Accounts  $1,115 
Total Gen Receipts $25,939 Total Gen Receipts  $28,900 
Total Gen Expenses  $23,995 Total Gen Expenses  $26,557 
Income (Loss) $1,944 Income (Loss) $2,343 

  
OFFERINGS     
 General Designated General     Designated 

$6,545        $258 $5,100        $380 

$8,871          $67              $9,091        $379  

$3,510          $96              $4,742        $159 

$5,751        $472              $6,221     $1,380 

    $24,677         $893          $25,154     $2,298 

Volunteer Spotlight 
 

Gary Allan and Al Kuhlman have been members of Immanuel for 
many years! To say they have been fixtures of our church would be 
one way of describing them! I like to think of them as our resident 
jack-of-all-trades, or maybe simply the silent dynamic duo! It is 
with great pleasure that we recognize both for their countless 
hours and years of service to our church. You would be hard 
pressed to not run into one or both at the church during the week. 
They humbly share their time and talents to a long list of various 
jobs and needs of the church. They have provided countless re-
pairs and maintenance to our church, often when no one even 
knew there was a problem. Carpentry, plumbing, drywall repair, 
painting, window maintenance, lighting, appliance repairs, and 
locksmith adjustments to name a few. The list could go on and on! 
Their efforts and countless hours have saved the church thousands 
of dollars through the years! When in need we truly have friends 
indeed!  
Thank you, Gary and Al, for sharing your time and talents with our 
church! You both are truly amazing!  

Officers of the Congregation 
Pat McCandless / President  
Laura Carson / Vice President    
Barb Riley / Secretary         
Amy Lund / Treasurer 
Amy Wilson, Sara Deterding, Beth 
Dwyer, Lisa Lahm / At-large members  
Mark Crabtree / Head Elders Joel 
Thaemert,  Dudley Karstensen, Marty 
Couchman, Paul Hiller / Elders 

Don & Carol Cook    4 
Marty & Sheila Couchman 12 

Sandra Studley      1 

Audrey Ornes   1 

Dee Kaczor 3 

Renna Folsom 3 

Mikayla Mwakatage  3 

Tricia Masenthin 4 

Al Kuhlman 6 

Kelly Rector 6 

Sydney Ornes 8 

Barbara Goforth 9 

Barbara Riley 16 

Sadie Mosier 16 

Lee Masenthin 18 

Mike Sierra 19 

Kaylen Flachsbarth   19 

Mary Jane Clement    21 

Peter Shaheed            21 

Paul Hiller        22 

Andrew Ferguson 26 

Eloise Kerbs 27 

Tim Hossler 28 
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“Every Servant a Loving Messenger”                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
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Calendar for February 2023 @ Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Every Sunday 
 9 am Worship Service with Communion 
 10:20 am Sunday School/Bible Studies for All Ages 
 6 pm Confirmation Class—Room 205 
 7 pm College Bible Study—Room 105 
Every Wednesday 
9:30 am-11:30 am  Youth Coordinator Office Hours— 
     Room 222 
Every Thursday 
 9:30 am—Women's Thursday Bible Study—Room 205 
Every Saturday 
 8:30 am  Men's Bible Study—Zoom 
 
Sunday, February 5, Voters’ Assembly, 10:20 am. 
Thursday, February 9, 
11am–5 pm Red Cross Blood Drive—AC 
1:00-2:30 pm Quilting for Orphan Grain Train—LL 
Friday, February 10, 
9am – 2 pm Red Cross Blood Drive—AC 
Monday, February 13, 6:00–7:30 pm Council Meeting—
Room 205. 
Tuesday, February 14 , 
12 –1 pm  L.I.N.K.— First Christian Church, 10th and Ken-
tucky. 
Wednesday February 15, 
2023 March Messenger—Articles Due Today 
Tuesday, February 21, 
7 – 8 pm  Elders  
Thursday, February 23 
1:00-2:30 pm Quilting for Orphan Grain Train—Lower Lev-
el 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  
2104 Bob Billings Parkway 
Lawrence, KS  66049-2722 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
A monthly newsletter published by 
Immanuel Lutheran Church  

February 

· Technology Update 
o Pat met with Leslie to discuss plans to update the 

website, email and better utilization of Church 
360. 

o A short discussion was held on use of different 
office email addresses with the goal of using only 
one address at some point in the future.  

· Technology update for QuickBooks software 
 o Amy Lund will update QB from the desktop to 

 the online version. 
· February council meeting will be held on February 

 13, 2023, at 6:00 pm. 
· Congregation vote for LCMS  
 o No action was taken. 

Closing Prayer 
· Pastor led the council in the Lord’s Prayer. 

Adjourn  
· Lisa moved the meeting adjourn. It was seconded by 

Mark. The meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barb Riley 

Council Secretary   ~ 

continued from page 2 


