
 

     

 T  M  
the newsletter of 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

 Vol. 27  No. 4 www.immanuellawrence.org                       APRIL 2023 

2104 Bob Billings 
Parkway 
Lawrence, Kansas  
66049-2722 
 
Church Office   
(785) 843-0620 
immanuellutheran@ 
ilcandusc.org 
11:00 am to 4:30 pm 
Monday—Friday 
 
Facebook: 
@ImmanuelLutheran 
ChurchLawrenceKS  
 
Worship Service 
Sunday—9:00 am 
 
Sunday School and 
Bible Study 
Sunday—10:20 am 
  
Pastor 
Rev. Andrew Wehling 
 
Office Manager 
Leslie Traylor 
(785) 843-0620 
 
Messenger Editors 
Leslie Traylor and 
Jan Leines 
 
Mission 
“To share God’s love in  
Jesus Christ by  
word and deed with all 
people.”  

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
There are several times in Jesus’ life where it seems the end of the story must be 
near.  Several places where the reader thinks to himself, “This must be the end.” 
 
There’s the point where His disciples abandon Him. That must be the end, right? 
 
There’s the point where Jesus is crucified and breathes His last on the cross.  Sure-
ly, that has to be the end, right? 
 
And then, on the third day, the women who had come to take care of Jesus’ body 
find that His tomb is empty.  A young man in a white robe is there, saying Jesus 
had risen.  The women flee without saying anything to anyone (Mark 16:1-8). That 
has to be the end of the story.  Jesus is dead.  His disciples have run away.  The 
women are bewildered, afraid, and not talking. 
 
Is this the end yet? 
 
Consider your own life story.  So many endings we face in life.  An end of a rela-
tionship.  An end of a hope, a dream.  An ending in failure.  Ultimately, death is an 
ending.  In all these different ways we are left saying to ourselves, this must be the 
end. 
 
But here is where the joy and the power of Easter become so important.  As you 
read through the Gospels, you find that Jesus charges right through all these so-
called endings.  The story of Jesus keeps going.  Even though all his disciples left, 
Jesus goes on to do what He came to do.  Even though the women don’t know 
what to say or do, Jesus goes on to do what He came to do.  Even though He died 
on a cross and said “It is finished,” He kept going.  This isn’t the end.  And on the 
third day He rose again. 
 
Jesus loves to take what we call “the end” and say, “No, not yet.  Follow me.” 
 
He walks before us into the end, into death.  And then He comes back.  What we 
thought was the end, isn’t the end for Jesus. 
 
God is a God of new beginnings.  New starts.  New hearts.  He says, “Behold, I 
make all things new” (Rev. 21:5).  He says, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new cre-
ation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (2 Cor. 5:17) He carries your burdens. 
He forgives your sins.  He promises that just as He has risen, so also will you. 
Jesus loves to take what we call “the end” and say, “No, not yet.  Follow me.”  
 
Blessed Easter to you!  Christ is risen! 
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Council Minutes   Immanuel Lutheran Church                               

Church Council Mee ng- March 21, 2023     6:00 pm 
 
Mission:  To Share God’s love in Jesus Christ by Word and 
Deed to all people.   
A endees:  Pastor Andrew Wehling, Pat McCandless, Laura 
Carson, Barb Riley, Lisa Lahm, Beth Dwyer, Amy Wilson 
and, Mark Crabtree. Absentee: Amy Lund. 
Call to Order:  The mee ng was called to order by Pat 
McCandless at 6:00 pm. 
Opening Prayer:  Pastor Wehling opened the mee ng with 
prayer. 
Consent Agenda:  Beth Dwyer moved to accept the agen-
da. Laura Carson seconded it. The agenda was accepted. 

· No items were removed from the agenda. 
· Minutes were submi ed by Barb Riley and ap-

proved via email. 
· Treasurer’s report was submi ed by Amy Lund and 

approved via email. 
o Pat made note that despite some repairs on 

two of the church furnace systems we are 
keeping on budget. 

·  Sta s cs report was submi ed by Leslie Traylor. 
o It was noted with thanksgiving that we have 

gained new members. 
o Sunday a endance con nues to rise. 

· Church calendar 
o Reminder to all members to send updates to 

Leslie.  
Pastor Report and Updates regarding Ministries 

· Pastor provided a detailed wri en report. 
o Worship and Bible Study a endance is up from 

2022. 
o Our IFLY Youth hosted the Redeemer Youth for 

dodge ball on Sunday, Feb 26. 
o The next 5th Sunday fellowship will be on April 

30.  We have invited a staff person from the 
Ballard Center to speak. 

o Sunday, May 7 is Confirma on Sunday. 
Special Reports 

· LCEF loan update 
o Pat reported that Immanuel has raised 

$40,000, the maximum for grant matching 
funds.   All paperwork will be submi ed to dis-
trict this week. 

· The Ballard Center ministry 
o Barb shared ‘thank you’ notes from Ballard for 

the monetary and food/detergent gi s. 
Old Business 

· Cons tu on and By-laws: 
o Pastor reported the cons tu on been sub-

mi ed and we should hear from the district in 
April. 

New Business 
· Planning Session Takeaways 

The Council members completed a survey priori z-
ing items from the planning session. The council 
reviewed the priori es and discussed ways to ac-
complish each goal.   
o Programming 
§ Social ac vi es with students/members 

and *5th Sunday Outreach* Adver se, had 
equal votes. 

o Facility 
§ Installing a cross in the Ac vity Center re-

ceived the most votes. Beth will research 
possible cross designs and report back to 
Council. 

§ Improve Narthex 
The narthex has been declu ered and a list 
of eventual projects remains.  

§ Repairing the parking lot surface, and ad-
dressing the parking lot drainage remain 
high on the list. 

o Staffing 
§ A discussion was held on what an Event 

Coordinator posi on would entail.  It was 
decided un l the budget allowed for an 
addi onal staff member this subject would 
be tabled for a later date. 

· Ver cal Bridge Proposal 
o Pat distributed printed informa on from VBP, 

a communica ons tower company, about a 
proposal to lease church property.  A lengthy 
discussion was held. The council developed 
several ques ons to convey to the company. 

 Council members will review the proposal and 
contact Pat with any addi onal ques ons. This 
would ul mately be a congrega onal decision. 

· Closing prayer 
 Pastor Andrew Wehling led the council in the 

‘Lord’s Prayer.’ 
· Adjourn 

 Beth Dwyer moved the mee ng adjourn and 
Laura Carson seconded it. The mee ng ad-
journed at 8:00 pm. 

 
Respec ully submi ed, 

Barb Riley, 
Council 
Secretary 



  3 

 

Officers of the Congregation 
Pat McCandless  / President  
Laura Carson  / Vice President   
Barb Riley  / Secretary         
Amy Lund / Treasurer 
 
Amy Wilson, Sara Deterding, Beth Dwyer, 
Lisa Lahm  / At-large members  
Mark Crabtree  / Head Elder  
Joel Thaemert,  Dudley Karstensen,  
Marty Couchman, Paul Hiller / Elders 

Immanuel Lutheran Church                                Volunteer Spotlight 

Anniversaries  
and Birthdays 

The Dwyers and Deterdings work together as well as peanut butter and jelly. As a congregation we are so 
fortunate to have them as members. Their commitment to our church and their faith is evident as they vol-

unteer for so many areas within our 
church. Both Beth and Sara serve as 
Co-Education committee chairs, as 
well as on church council in various 
roles. Beth, Sara, and Russ teach Sun-
day school class to our elementary 
and middle school kids. Both families 
have volunteered for ushering duties, 
communion set up, choir, bell ringing, 
VBS, children’s Christmas program, 
cleaning events at the church, fund-
raisers, outreach service projects, 
chaperones for our youth, and so 
much more! They are actively en-
gaged with our weekly service, Sun-
day school, and Bible studies. If there 
is a special event or social gathering 

they are there! Whenever there is a need both families always rise up to 
volunteer! They truly epitomize “service above self!” Kudos to Russ, Beth, Sara, and Kyle for modeling to 
their kids the importance of volunteerism!  
It has been a blessing to witness their families grow through the years and we are thankful that they have 
made Immanuel their church home and family.    
  “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace 

in its various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10 

  If you would like to nominate someone for the monthly volunteer spotlight; 
please email your nominations to  

patmccandless@yahoo.com 
——————————–———————————————————— 

Lauren Summers  1 
Jakob Busch  1 
Don Herbel  3 
Sonja Grear  3 
Lauren Studley  3 
Ben Maloun  3 
Daniel Lenz  6 
JoAnn Siler  8 
Dax Lund  8 
Kaius Grady  11 
Richard Angeletti  12 
Nasson Mwakatage  12 
Major Crites  13 
Tiffany McCandless  14 
Suzanne Anderson  17 
Laura Carson  17 
Kyra Pfannenstiel  17 
Jackson Thaemert  18 
Bryant Peterson  28 

Zachary Zule  28 
Phyllis Legler  30 
 

Chad and Mickey Dick    17  
Jeff and Erin Herschell  18  
Martin and Michele Schaefer  19  
Brian and Ginny Kubota 29 

FEBRUARY 2023 BUDGET 
General Offerings  $22,007 
Building Use $1,375 
Other Income $2,472 
From Other Accounts $1,732 
Total Gen. Receipts $27,586 
New Staff Fund Balance  $41,502 
Total Gen. Expenses $25,391 
Income (Loss) $2,195 
Loan Principal Offering $11,650 
 

 OFFERINGS 
    General                      Designated 
 $8,452 $192 
 $4,221 $587 
 $4,224 $648 
 $5110 $47
 $22,007 $1,473 

The Deterdings, (l to r), Kyle, Brynn, 
Kyla, Tyler, and Sara. 

The Dwyers, (l to r), Evelyn, Calvin, 
Beth, Violet, Russ, and Oliver. 
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“Every Servant a Loving Messenger”                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
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Calendar for April 2023 @ Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Every Sunday *unless noted 
 9 am Worship Service with Communion 
 10:20 am Sunday School/Bible Studies for All Ages 
 11:30 am  Choir Practice 
 6 pm Confirmation Class, Room 205 
 7 pm College Bible Study, Room 105 
Every Wednesday * 
9:30 -11:30 am   Youth Coordinator Office Hours, Room 222 
Every Thursday * 
 9:30 am Women's Thursday Bible Study,  Room 205 
Every Saturday 
 8:30 am Men's Bible Study, Zoom 
—————————— 
 
 
4 APR, TUE  
 6:30 – 7:30pm  Property & Grounds, Room 207 
6 APR, THU   Maundy Thursday 
 11am – 5pm    Red Cross Blood Drive-AC  
 7 – 8pm  Worship Service with Comunion 
7 APR, FRI   Good Friday 
 9am – 2pm  Red Cross Blood Drive AC 
 12pm Noon Service 
 8pm  Tenebrae service 
9 APR, SUN   *Easter Sunday     
 9 – 10am  Worship Service with Communion 
 10am  Easter Breakfast served by Youth-AC 
 1pm Blind Ministry Easter Social-AC 

 
11 APR TUE 
 12 – 1pm L.I.N.K.  
 6 – 7:30pm  Council Meeting 
13 APR, THU  
 1 – 2:30pm  Quilting for Orphan Grain Train  
 5 – 7:30pm  Reserved: non-church event. AC 
17 APR, MON 
 5 – 6:30pm  Blind Ministry Easter Dinner 
20 APR, THU 
 6:30 – 7:30pm  Elders 
27 APR, THU 
 1 – 2:30pm  Quilting for the Orphan Grain Train 
30 APR, SUN *Fifth Sunday Fellowship 
 9 – 10am  Worship Service with Communion 


