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Mission Statement 
 Our mission is 

 “To share God’s love in  
 Jesus  Christ by  
 word and deed.”   

f 

Continued on page 3. 

A New Year Prayer 
      by Rev. David W. Nuottila 

Our most gracious heavenly Father,  

You spoke your Creation into being when you said “Let there be light.” 

And now, through your Son Jesus Christ, you bring your creation to 

another new year of light and life. Even as we are a fallen humanity, 

children who stray from your goodness, we confess our shortcomings 

and ask your forgiveness and grace. 

At the onset of this new year, give us the will to minister to those whom 

you have placed within our midst. Strengthen us in love that we may 

feed the hungry, provide shelter for the homeless, care for the sick and 

reach out to the lost and forgotten sharing the good news of Christ and 

the power of your love. 

Bless your people with the presence of your Holy Spirit. In our uncer-

tainties, give us assurance of your grace. In our doubts and fears, help 

us turn to you for guidance. In our disputes, bring us to peaceful reso-

lution. In our pain and sickness, bring us healing and wholeness. In our 

selfishness, give us generous hearts. In all of our temptations, give us 

the strength to seek your kingdom first. 

Everlasting Father, you are the author of all life. We give you thanks for 

the powerful witness of your saints and for all who have gone before us. 

Lead us by their faithful example, that we too might live according to 

your will. And finally, even as we begin a new year in our earthly pil-

grimage, we patiently await the day when you come again, reuniting all 

your people, making all things new. 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church & University Student Center Church Council Meeting—November 2017  

Date: November 13, 2017.  Start Time: 6:35 p.m.  
End Time: 7:25 p.m. 

Present:  Pastor Randy Weinkauf, Lori Bichsel, Tam-
mie George, Vern Bartels, Rick Lucas, Dudley 
Karstensen, Ann Hossler, and Eloise Kerbs, Interim 
Secretary.  

Absent: none.  Visitors: Sara Deterding, Cristi 
Hansen. 
Call to order: 

Council President Lori Bichsel called the meeting to 
order at 6:35 p.m. 
Opening Prayer: 

Pastor Randy opened the meeting with a prayer. 
Approval of Minutes: 

The minutes from October 24, 2017, were presented 
for approval. 

A motion was made by Tammie George and seconded 
by Vern Bartels to approve the minutes as written.  
Motion carried. 
Treasurer’s Report: 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Vern Bartels.  
He has completed the required training for a deduction 
for Risk Management for insurance. Council discussed 
options on how the end of year funds balance would 
be appropriated. There was discussion regarding  
starting January 2018 with a balance of $33,000 in the 
general fund. Council President Lori Bichsel asked for 
Council members to bring ideas to the December 
meeting. 

A motion was made by Tammie George and seconded 
by Rick Lucas to accept the Treasurer’s Report as 
written. Motion carried. 

Cristi Hansen updated Council on the Consecrated 
Stewards Pledging Report for 2018. It was noted that 
fewer responses were received than last year. 
Statistics/Parochial Report: 

Pastor Randy’s report was presented and the 
attendance report was reviewed.  
Pastor’s Report: 

Pastor Randy said the video study about Martin Luther 
has been well-received. There are currently 14 sixth-, 
seventh-, and eighth-graders participating in Jr. 
Confirmation. Plans are to continue with sixth grade 
confirmation.  

Calendar: 

November - (19) Voters’ Meeting will be at 10:00 a.m. 

December - no changes; Christmas/New Year’s 
worship schedule was noted. 
 Board/Committee Items: 
Board of Spiritual Affairs: 

Rick Lucas, Elder, said there was no October meeting. 
Elders are next scheduled to meet on November 27. 
Board of Educational Ministries: 

Ann Hossler had no report at this time. 
Board of ILCUSC: 

Lori Bichsel said there was no meeting scheduled in 
November or December. The committee will meet in 
January with its new members. 
Board of Outreach: 

Dudley Karstensen did not have anything to report at 
this time. 
Old Business: 

Lori Bichsel reminded Council of the Voters’ Meeting 
on November 19 at 10:00 a.m. 

Lori discussed the Risk Assessment Team. The group 
will be assembled in the near future. She will contact 
committee chairs asking for a member from each 
committee to be part of the group. Vern Bartels will 
work with the team. 
New Business: 

Dudley Karstensen said that emailing compatibilities 
have changed with the internet provider. Work will 
continue to look into the issues and possible solutions. 

Pastor Randy discussed staff Christmas gifts with 
Council. Following discussion, a motion was made by 
Tammie George and seconded by Rick Lucas to place 
a note to the congregation outlining the contribution, 
along with an envelope, in the members’ mailboxes.  

Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Tammie George and seconded 
by Rick Lucas to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 p.m. 
Motion carried. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Eloise Kerbs, Interim 
Secretary 
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Immanuel Community 

November Offerings 
Sunday: General Designated  

November 5 $12,350 $202 

November 12 $5,379 $2,623 

November 19 $6,784 $112 

November 26 $6,112 $1,624 

Total $30,625 $4,561 

Budget &  
Expenses 

Total  
Yearly 
Budget 

Current: 
Novem-

ber 

Year-to-
Date 
Jan-Nov 
2017 

General  Offerings $376,366 $30,625 $353,569 

Building Use  $885 $65 $1,255 

Other income $940  $9,861 

Total General  
Receipts $378,191 $30,690 $364,685 

Total General  
Expenses $378,191 $36,151 $343,947 

Net Income   $0 ($5,461) $18,340 

Church Finances November 2017 

MORTGAGE PAYMENT $2,731 

MORTGAGE INTEREST $614 

MORTGAGE PRINCIPAL $2,117 

MORTGAGE BALANCE $134,146 

EXTRA MORTGAGE PAYMENT $826 

NEW STAFF FUND BALANCE  
 Of Goal $80,000 $66,105 

Bless us all according to your loving kindness, and 

bring us into the glory of your kingdom. This we 

pray in the powerful name above all names, Jesus 

Christ our savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
Reprinted from https://
mylutheranroots.com/2014/01/01/a-new-year-prayer 
(accessed December 28, 2017). 

Continued from front page 
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 500th Reformation  

Luther on the Incarnation 
      by Rev. Jonathon T. Krenz 

 

They are, perhaps, the most sublime words Dr. Luther ever penned, and maybe you’ve 
even memorized them: “I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father 
from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.”1 If justifica-
tion is the article upon which the Church stands or falls, the incarnation, that God be-
came man in the person of Jesus, is foundational. Our Lord Jesus has two natures, di-
vine and human, in one undivided person. He is fully divine, the eternally begotten 
Son of God, and fully man, born of the Virgin Mary. And for our justification to be 
accomplished, He must be both. He must be a man to suffer and die. He must be God 
for His death to count as payment for all the sins of all people. Luther puts it this way: 
 

“We Christians should know that if God is not in the scale to give it weight, 
we, on our side, sink to the ground. I mean it this way: if it cannot be said that 
God died for us, but only a man, we are lost; but if God’s death and a dead 

God lie in the balance, His side goes down and ours goes up like a light and empty scale. Yet He can also 
readily go up again, or leap out of the scale! But He could not sit on the scale unless He became a man 
like us, so that it could be called God’s dying, God’s martyrdom, God’s blood, and God’s death. For God 
in His own nature cannot die; but now that God and man are united in one person, it is called God’s death 
when the man dies who is one substance or one person with God.”2  
 

Christmas brings the good tidings that God is on the scale for us in this Child born of Mary. “And the Word be-
came flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior who is 
Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger” (Luke 2:11-12). 
 

In Luther’s Christmas preaching, he delights in the ordinariness and humility of 
the Savior’s birth, and finds great comfort in it. The humanity of Jesus makes God 
accessible. “Are you affrighted?” Luther asks, “Then come to him, lying in the lap 
of the fairest and sweetest maid. You will see how great is the divine goodness, 
which seeks above all else that you should not despair. Trust him! Trust him! Here 
is the Child in whom is salvation. To me there is no greater consolation given to 
mankind than this, that Christ became man, a child, a babe, playing in the lap and 
at the breasts of his most gracious mother. Who is there whom this sight would not 
comfort? Now is overcome the power of sin, death, hell, conscience, and guilt, if 
you come to judge this gurgling Babe and believe that he is come, not to judge 
you, but to save.”3 
 

God clothes Himself in flesh to place Himself in the balance over against our sin, thus we are justified. But there 
is also this great comfort. God clothes Himself in flesh that we may approach Him without fear, in faith that this 
little Baby is the God of heaven and earth, and is our Savior who loves us and is one of us. 

Continued on page 4 



Immanuel Lutheran Church & University Student Center     5     

 

Jan Leines  2 
Ed Clement  5 
Amanda Storm  5 
Herbert George  6 
Micah Katzenmeier  8 
Lanie Killian  8 
Mickey Dick  10 
Carolyn Gil  11 

Sophia Grear  12 
Marvin Bredehoft  15 
Ruth Ellen Bartels  15 
Olivia Ferguson  15 
Patricia Main  18 
Lee Flachsbarth  20 
Monica Shaheed  20 
Kyle Wittman  21 

Jacque Durr  22 
Ralph Planthold  23 
Ethan Miller  24 
Jacob Horton  25 
Kyle Flachsbarth  25 
Stan Larson  30 
Ryan Lutz  30 
Lily Watkins  31  

 500th Reformation 

Peter & Gail Shaheed   2 

David & Jennifer  Nigro  3 

Garry & Jennifer  Fister  4 

You might be a Lutheran if you bring to 
every potluck a Jell-o dish matching the  

color of the liturgical season. 

This is what it means to believe and confess this eternally begotten Son of the Father, 
born in time of the Virgin Mary, to be “my Lord.” To have a Lord, Luther says, is to 
believe that “He has redeemed me from sin, from the devil, from death, and from all 
evil.”4 To have the Christ-Child as Lord is to have the God who puts His skin in the 
game to save you, a flesh and blood God who dies the accursed death of the cross and is 
risen, bodily, from the dead on the Third Day; who has ascended into heaven, bodily, 
and bodily sits at the right hand of the Father, living and reigning with Him and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. To have the Christ-Child as Lord means that you are 
reconciled to God who loves you and bids you call upon Him as “Father,” who hears 
your prayers and answers for Jesus’ sake, who provides for all your needs and delivers 
you in the day of trouble. 

 

Indeed, for Luther, “The manger and the cross are never far apart.”5 This Babe is 
born to die, for you. He is born into our misery and helplessness to redeem us from 
it. He is born in our flesh to redeem us for Himself. He is born to bridge the gap 
between sinful man and God. He is born the Son of Mary, that by His suffering and 
death and resurrection, we may be sons of God. Our God is a man who steps into 
the scale and dies. And so we live. 

  

The Rev. Jonathon T. Krenz is pastor of Messiah Lutheran + Moscow Mission 
(soon to be Augustana Lutheran Church) in Moscow, Idaho. 

  
ENDNOTES 

  1.  Luther’s Small Catechism (St. Louis: Concordia, 1986). 

  2.  On the Councils and the Church, quoted in the Formula of Concord: Solid Declaration VIII:44, Concordia: The Lu-
theran Confessions, McCain et al., Eds. (St. Louis: Concordia, 2005, 2006),  588-89. 

  3.  Roland H. Bainton, ed., Martin Luther’s Christmas Book (Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1948) Kindle Location 275 of 593. 

  4.  LC II:II:27, McCain, 401. 

  5.  Bainton, Kindle Location 59 of 593. 

 
Reprinted from https://lutheranreformation.org/theology/luther-on-the-incarnation (accessed December 28, 2017). 

Continued from page 4 
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News from the Community  

HEAR YE!!  HEAR YE!!  Do you wish you could hear 
more clearly at worship?  If so, there is help.  Immanuel 
has hand held amplification receivers with ear pieces 
available and the amplification goes directly from Pas-
tor’s microphone to your ear.  I wear hearing aids but 
still miss a lot of words and, there-
fore, often miss the intent of a sen-
tence. With the receivers I can hear 
and understand every word.  If you 
doubt it will work for you, I invite 
you to try it.  It is simple and easy to 
use.  
There are also amplification receiv-
ers for the adult Bible Study. Each of the systems is sep-
arate so the receivers are not interchangeable from the 
Sanctuary to the Activity Center. Come on down to adult 
class at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday in the Activity Center 
and I will show you how they work also.  See an usher 
for assistance or see me.  Caryn Scott.   

— 

A successful ADOPT-A-FAMILY Christmas: “Whoever is 
generous to the poor lends to 
the Lord, and He will repay them 
for their deed” (Proverbs 19:17). 
Because Immanuel contains many 
generous souls, we were able to 
adopt several families this season 
and help make this a merrier 

Christmas for a number of our good neighbors in need. 
Thanks, and may God bless you and your family in a 
very special way this Christmas.  

 

Young Families start meeting  
again on January 7.  

Calling all families!  We're starting our young families 
group again on January 7, at 5:00 p.m. in the Activity 
Center.  For those of you not familiar with our group, we 
are families with young(ish) children (usually ranging 
from infant to middle school) that get together monthly 
for a pot luck dinner, Bible study, 
and fellowship.  Please join us on 
January 7. Bring a main dish and 
side or dessert to share. 
Babysitting will be available for $2 
per child.  We start setting up 
around 5, and usually finish between 7 and 7:30.  Please 
contact Mandy Sponholtz with questions (785-764-
2447 or amanda0913@yahoo.com). 

Thank you for Supporting the Christmas Concert: 
Thank you to all who were able to support the Christ-
mas concert at Immanuel on Friday, December 14. A 
donation was taken to support Habitat for Humanity 
for Puerto Rico and raised over $500.00.   

Ashley Jeffrey enjoyed making the music happen. 
Thanks also to those who worked so hard to make it a 
success, especially Sharon Hettinger and Dee Kaczor. 
Thanks again to all who attended.  

 

Stewardship 
As we enter a new year, recall God’s blessings in 
your life as you read the following testimonies which 
were shared by three of our members during the stew-
ardship campaign. 

The stewardship committee thanks Jack Landgrebe, 
Dudley Karstensen, and Lori Dougherty-Bichsel for 
their willingness to share their wonderful and heartfelt 
messages.    

As the 2018 begins, it’s not too late to make a pledge or 
increase your pledge to Immanuel in thanksgiving for 
God’s gifts.  Contact your Stewardship committee chair, 
Linda Herbel, 856-1444, with questions. There are still 
pledge cards in the narthex table drawers. 
 

My name is Dudley Karstensen, and my purpose today 
is to share some of my thoughts and experiences regarding 
financial stewardship.   

This could easily be a talk about all of the missions and 
operations of Immanuel that need your financial support – 
Bible studies, Ministry to the Blind, Family Promise, Link, 
supporting our missionary family in Thailand,  supporting 
our Pastor as he leads us in both worship and our overall 
faith life, etc. 

But today, I would like to focus on how I consider steward-
ship as a part of our worship and relationship with God. 
First, a little of my background: I was raised in a very small 
place in North Central Kansas – called Denmark.  When I 
left Denmark for college there were 16 people in the imme-
diate area.  Our family literally lived across the gravel road 
from the Lutheran Church.  My grandfather and three of my 
uncles were Missouri Synod pastors.  There is no doubt but 
that I was raised in a Christian home.  

It has been 45 years since I graduated from college.  At the 
end of this year, I plan to retire.  In these 45 years, but es-
pecially the 40 years with Charlotte by my side, I have been 
blessed by God in so many ways.  We have two grown chil-
dren – a son and daughter, and four grandsons. 

Our faith has only grown stronger through these years as 
we attended different churches and lived in different cities 

Continued on page 7 
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Stewardship 2017 

and towns from Texas to Pennsylvania.   And, also, as we 
experienced both God’s blessings and the challenges that 
we have encountered in our life and in our family.  And as 
we look back, it seems like God purposely stretched us 
time and again to help us to learn to just trust in Him.  
Whether health issues, family challenges, employment is-
sues, and in our family - concerns about our son, daughter, 
and son-in-law serving in Iraq and Afghanistan – multiple 
times.   

And those times that we are most bewildered?  How do we 
get through those times that stretch us, challenge us, or 
punch us in the gut?   

It can be only through our God’s mercy and our faith and 
trust in Him. 

It is our experience that God has provided us with a variety 
of means to grow in our relationship with Him, including: 

·Through our daily prayers 

·Through daily reading of his Word  

·In our daily interaction with others 

·Through support from our church family 

And, of course, we grow our relationship with God 
through our weekly worship services, including: 

ᵒConfession 

ᵒPrayer 

ᵒPraise 

ᵒPastor’s sermons 

ᵒPartaking of the Holy Eucharist 

And giving our offering back to God 

It is Charlotte’s and my experience that the act of regular 
giving - or maybe better said -  the act of promising and 
then fulfilling our pledge is an   integral part of our weekly 
worship and a foundational act of our faith.   

Our offering to God is an act of recognition that all we have 
really belongs to Him – it is an act of praise, just like the 
hymns we sing.  The bottom line is through our offerings 
God is helping us build our total relationship with Him. 

Charlotte and I want to encourage you to incorporate the 
act of pledging and regular giving as a building block in 
your faith life.  You have probably heard it many times and 
many ways: 

God does not need our money or our offerings – if you 
have any doubt just read Psalm 50 - but he does want our 
repentant hearts. 

May God bless you as you worship and praise God with 
your pledges and offerings! 

 

 Good morning. My name is Lori Bichsel and, for those 
of you who don’t know me, I am your council president. 
When I was asked to talk for a stewardship Sunday, my first 
thought was, I can’t do that; I’m not that person. But, like 

you, I have sat through several years of stewardship Sun-
days and realized that standing up here and sharing IS part 
of stewardship. I’m not here to ask you to continue your 
giving, increase your giving, or to volunteer for a commit-
tee (although, in my second of three years in a leadership 
role, I absolutely encourage you to do so. It has been re-
warding and I promise you, as the mom of a 1 year old who 
has sat through almost as many council meetings as I have, 
if I can do, you can do it). I am, however, going to take a 
few minutes of your time to talk about future giving; specif-
ically, considering the church in your estate plans.  

 The technical definition of “stewardship” is “the careful and 
responsible management of something entrusted to one’s 
care.” Now, without raising any hands, how many in here 
have a will or an advanced directive? I’m 37 and I’ve had 
one since I was 25. It’s not morbid, it was a Christmas gift, 
and no, I’m not joking. My family decided one year to 
“make each other” something for Christmas. My mom 
quilts, my dad paints, my sisters are super crafty – you get 
the idea. Then you have me. I’m not creative, people laugh 
at my stick figure drawings, so I was stumped. How do I 
make something that will show everyone I care about 
them? Now, I did have one card to play – thanks to law 
school, I realized there was one thing I could “make” – a 
will. So, in 2005, everyone received wills and advanced di-
rectives as gifts. Merry Christmas. I say this a bit tongue in 
cheek – it is one of the most caring acts you can do to en-
sure your loved ones are taken care of, including your loved 
ones at church. 

 Last week, I had to do an exercise where I wrote down the 
five most important things in my life. I came up with family, 
faith, friends, education, and my job. One by one, we had to 
give up one of those things. In the end, I was left with fami-
ly and faith. So why wouldn’t I include my church family in 
my estate planning? This church is my second home and 
many of the people in it have become like a second family. 
My family and I are always welcomed when we come in like 
old friends and there are many of the ladies here in the 
church that help me entertain Liam every Sunday and he 
loves every one of them – you all know who you are. So, I 
want to take care of my second home, my second family, 
and I am encouraging you to do so as well. 

 Estate planning is for everyone, although statistically, 50% 
of Americans do not have an estate plan. It is simply the 
process of deciding where, when, and how the assets en-
trusted to your stewardship will be distributed after your 
death. As Christians, we realize that we are not the owners 
of material assets, but 

Continued from page 6 

Continued on page 8 
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2017 Stewardship Testimonies, continued  

 

caretakers or stewards of the Lord’s as-
sets. With that in mind, planning an estate to pass those 
resources on in a way that honors God and furthers 
His work is clearly a believer’s responsibility as part of 
his or her testimony. Estate planning is a key compo-
nent of a steward’s financial discipleship and it helps 
us recognize that none of our possessions belong ulti-
mately to us. In pertinent part, First Corinthians 4:7 says, 
“What do you have that you did not receive?” 

 This reminds us that we are in God’s care, we are God’s 
children, and we are part of something far greater than our-
selves. Estate planning helps to bear witness to God’s provi-
sions and to build legacies in God’s name for those future 
generations.  

 You can see the results of estate gifts around you, such as 
the pew bibles in front of you. An estate gift doesn’t have 
to be a large gift and it can be directed toward something 
you love about church. Do you love music? It takes approxi-
mately $1,100 a year to maintain the organ and piano. Do 
you have children who attend nursery? It takes approxi-
mately $28 each Sunday for our attendants, or it can go 
toward vacation bible school. An estate gift is for taking 
care of our second home, for providing for our second fam-
ily. Within these walls, we all find home – our home with 
God, where our personal relationship with Him deepens, 
where we find our friends, where we find our community. 
God has entrusted us to be the caretakers.  

 I’ll end with a final thought that I found when I was re-
searching this topic. An estate plan provides a tool to dis-
tribute assets according to a faithful intent. There are many 

estate planning tools, from the do-it-yourself kits to finan-
cial planners and estate planners. If you have already con-
sidered the church in your estate planning, thank you. If 
you have not, I encourage you to think of what you love 
best about our church and how you can support it long-
term. And if you don’t have an estate plan at all, unless you 
have a not-so-creative family member who is trying to 
come up with a Christmas gift for you, please consider cre-
ating an estate plan for both your family and your church 
so that your assets – God’s assets – are distributed as you 
wish. Thank you for your time this morning. 

 

 

Good Morning! My name is Jack Landgrebe. 
My wife, Carolyn, and I joined the congregation in 1962. 
We were born in San Francisco, but a job opportunity on 
the faculty of the Chemistry Department at KU brought us 
to Lawrence, and we soon grew to love this city as a friend-
ly community, and a great place to raise our two children. 
We joined Immanuel because an older couple, acting as 
greeters, made us feel very welcome and introduced us to 
others who gave us a warm welcome when we attended for 
the first time. 

My purpose here today is to focus on stewardship 
of time and talents. I don’t like to think of myself as being 
talented. I certainly can’t dance or sing!! But God has given 
me some organizational and administrative skills and I can 
paint, change light bulbs (if they aren’t too far off the 
ground), and a variety of other things. We all have talents.  
We need to let God put those talents to work.  

Continued from page 7 

Continued on page 9 
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Continued from page 8 

Even before we retired, Carolyn and I were actively 
involved in Immanuel’s outreach mission. Many of you 
here today are working full time, have young children, and 
in spite of tight schedules, are heavily involved in our 
church outreach. We have indeed been blessed. We all need 
to recognize that our time should reflect God’s blessings 
and is critically needed to fulfill and enhance His ministry.  

How many opportunities are there in our congrega-
tion to fulfill the mission Christ has for us? A detailed list 
would be greater than the number of you attending this ser-
vice. For example, who keeps the Sunday School materials 
organized and ready for use?  --- serves as an usher or 
greeter? ---  counts the income each week and deposits 
those funds in the bank? --– sings in one of our choirs? --- 
waters plants both inside and outside the church? –- pre-
pares and serves at LINK meals? ---gets involved with Jus-
tice Matters activities? --- teaches Sunday School or Bible 
classes? --- helps set up and clean up for various events? – 
serves as a lay caller? - adds a creative touch to our bulletin 
board displays? -provides snacks for Bible studies? –-- 
touches up marks on the wall with some fresh paint? – oils 
a squeaky hinge? --– helps organize health and wellness 
programs? --- helps with Family Promise? --– prepares 
Communion each Sunday? – becomes involved in our blind 
or deaf outreach ministries? --- helps with campus ministry 
events? --- provides flowers in our sanctuary?  And on and 
on. Notice some of these tasks need to be done each Sunday 
without fail while others are more flexible in terms of when 
they need to be done or how often. All of these activities 
help us fulfill our mission to share God’s Love in Jesus 
Christ by word and deed. Time and Talents are deeds.  

We are especially thankful for those of you, adults, 
youth, and children, who presently and abundantly share 
their time and talents on a regular basis. Like these individ-
uals and families, please consider joining them in serving 
the Lord more fully. 

I hope in this brief message I have helped you learn 
what Christian stewardship of our time and talents has 
meant to Carolyn and me. Unfortunately, our congregation 
has fallen short of having enough volunteers to fulfill even 
the most basic weekly tasks.  Please pray about this matter 
as you consider your stewardship commitment for the com-
ing year. Carolyn and I urge you to consider signing up for 
as many of these ministry opportunities as you can and to 
challenge yourself to carefully review your own steward-
ship journey in the light of how God has abundantly blessed 
your lives.     

I close with the following prayer. 

Teach us good Lord God, to serve you as you de-
serve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and not to 
heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor 
and not to ask for reward except that of knowing that we do 
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  
 

We thank Jack Landgrebe, Dudley Karstensen, and 
Lori Dougherty-Bichsel for their willingness to share 
their wonderful and heartfelt messages.   We hope you 
will find something in their stories that inspires you to 
think and respond by faith with serve by good steward-
ship of your time, talent and treasure.  
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OFFICERS OF THE 

CONGREGATION—2018 
Tammie George 

President 

Michael Grear 
Vice President 

Sara Deterding 
Secretary 

Vern Bartels 
Treasurer 

 
Board Chairs 

   Doug Banks ———–—ILCUSC Services 
 Dudley Karstensen  ———— Outreach 
 Vacant ———— Educational Ministries 
   Barb Riley/ Tim Hetzler ————— 
  ———–———–——  Spiritual Affairs 

Organizations 
  Cradle Roll————— Courtney Cook 

  Lutheran Women’s Missionary League         
  ———————— LWML Committee  
  Men of Immanuel Lutheran Church ——     
 —————–——— Marvin Bredehoft 
 

Elders 
 Kathy Buffington     Tim Hetzler 
 Eloise Kerbs           Rick Lucas 
 Kelly Rector          Barb Riley  

 SERVING IN THE LORD’S HOUSE  
IN JANUARY 

USHERS 
   Early Service 
   Late Service 

 
 Pat & Debra McCandless /  Herb & Tammie George 
 June Floyd 

GREETERS 
 

Early Service 
Late Service 

 
 Russ & Beth Dwyer 
    Russ & Beth Dwyer 

 LAY CALLERS 7 Dudley Karstensen  
14 Virgil Dean 
21 Dudley Karstensen 
28 Virgil Dean 

READERS 
   
 Early / Late 

7 Sara Deterding / Marcus Koch  
14 Lori Bichsel / Ruth Ellen Bartels 
21 Linda Herbel / Christine Frese 
28 Mandy Sponholtz / Tim Hetzler 

ACOLYTES 7 Tyler Deterding  
14 Elliott Storm 
21 Morgan Sponholtz 
28 Ben Buffington 

COMMUNION                       
  CARE 

Early / Late 
7 Cristi Hansen / Kathy Buffington  
14 Cristi Hansen / Kathy Buffington  
21  Cristi Hansen / Richard & Elvira Angeletti  
28 Cristi Hansen / Eleanor Woodyard  

Church Office  
Tricia Fender and Leslie Traylor  

785-843-0620 
OFFICE HOURS 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Mon – Fri. 
 

Closed Jan. 1 

Parochial Report  
for December 2017 

 Transfer In: Joe and Suzy Jach 

 Transfer Out:  John and Pam   Becker 

THANK YOU, IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN! 
A sincere thanks from the Staff 
of ILCUSC to all of You for the 
generous gifts you’ve given for 
this holiday!  
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR RED WAGON DONATIONS! 
Thanks to your generous response to need in 
the Lawrence Community by giving canned 
food to local pantries through Red Wagon. No 
doubt those pantries are about empty, and we 
know that the need remains great. So, keep those goods 
coming and help us fill those wagons again soon. Don’t forget, 
our next regular Red Wagon Sunday is January 7, 2018.  
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“Every Servant a Loving Messenger”“Every Servant a Loving Messenger”  

EVERYONE IS INVITED to join the Thursday morning Bible study for a special one-
week, in-depth study on Thursday, January 4, 2018, 
led by Pr. Randy Weinkauf.  
What is Epiphany? Is it only the Magi coming to bring 
the gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh? Or is there 
more to the story? Do we continue to have epiphanies 
yet today? 
  Come...and learn more about this  singular day 
in the Christian calendar. 
 
 
And, plan to join us on Thursday mornings for the following five weeks, begin-
ning January 11, 2018, for a study on "How We Got the Bible." This series is led by 
video instructor Dr. Paul Maier, and discussion is facilitated by class members.   

 
All are invited to be a part of this active bible study! 


