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Mission Statement 

Our mission is 

“To share God’s love in Jesus 
Christ by word and deed.”   

f 

On Sunday, November 5, we will observe All Saints Sunday. 
 
 The Feast of All Saints has had an interesting development. Strictly speak-
ing, it dates from the ninth century. Its beginnings, however, are to be found in a 
very early festival in honor of all martyrs which originated in Syria, a.d. 360. In 
Rome the Pantheon, which had been dedicated in 27 b.c. to all the gods of the sev-
en planets, was rededicated by Boniface IV in a.d. 610 as a Christian basilica in hon-
or of Mary and the martyrs, and the remains of many of the early martyrs were 
“translated” from the catacombs to the church. Another feast in commemoration 
of all saints (confessors as well as martyrs) was appointed for November 1 by Pope 
Gregory IV in a.d. 835. Gregory VII later transferred the anniversary of the dedica-
tion of the Pantheon to this date and confirmed the title of the feast as All Saints 
instead of all Martyrs. 
   The feast, therefore, recalls the memories of all the faithful departed and 
the triumph of Christ over all false gods. At the very end of the tenth century an 
additional feast of All Souls (November 2) was initiated at Cluny and officially ac-
cepted by the Roman church in the fourteenth century. This met the situation cre-
ated by acceptance of the doctrine of purgatory by establishing a day commemo-
rating those souls in purgatory and not technically regarded as saints. 
 All Saints’ Day through the centuries became exceedingly popular with pil-
grims. After the Reformation the Lutherans (in many parts of Germany and general-
ly in Scandinavia) and the Anglicans continued to observe All Saints’ day, but reject-
ed All Souls’ Day because of its unscriptural implications. . .  
 The Common Liturgy rubrics permit All Saints to be celebrated on the Sun-
day following November 1. Thus proper provision is made for the commemoration 
each year, at a regular Sunday service, of those who have died in the parish. . . .It is 
hoped that the provision of a particular Sunday each year, the Sunday after Novem-
ber 1, will encourage a regular and perhaps less doleful remembrance of those 
who, after all, have entered not death, but life.1 
  As we observe All Saints Sunday this year, we remember our brother Wiley 
Scott, who died last May. 
   Rest eternal grant him, O Lord, 

 and let light perpetual shine upon him.2 

 
In Immanuel’s service,   
Pastor Randy  
Rev. Randall L. Weinkauf 
 
ENDNOTES 
 1.  Luther D. Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1947), 570-572. 
 2.  Occasional Services (Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House and Philadelphia: Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in Ameri-
ca, 1982, 127. 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church & University Student Center Church Council Meeting—September 2017  

Church Council Date: September 11, 2017   Start 
Time: 6:30 p.m.   End Time: 7:50 p.m. 

Present: Lori Bichsel, Vern Bartels, Eloise Kerbs, 
Rick Lucas, Sandra Studley, Ann Hossler, Dudley 
Karstensen, Tim Hetzler, Pastor Randy Weinkauf 

Absent: Tammie George    Visitors: Linda Herbel 

Call to Order:  President Lori Bichsel called the 
meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

Opening Prayer: 
Pastor Randy opened the meeting with a devotion 
about compassion fatigue, when we place the needs of 
others before ourselves and give care to others under 
stress, yet we must go on with our lives. 

Approval of Minutes:  
The minutes from the August 14, 2017, meeting was 
presented for approval. A motion was made by Dudley 
Karstensen to approve the minutes as written, and se-
conded by Rick Lucas. 

Motion passed unanimously.   

Treasurer’s Report: 
The printed report was presented by Vern Bartels. A 
monthly offering chart from January 2009 through Ju-
ly 2017, was reviewed and discussed.  With no further 
discussion or questions, a motion was made by Sandra 
Studley to accept the Treasurer’s Report as written, 
and seconded by Ann Hossler.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

Statistical/Parochial Report: 

Pastor Randy’s report was reviews with no questions 
from Council.   

Pastor’s Report:  
There were no questions from Council. 

Church Calendar Updates: 

September - no changes noted  

October - (24) Church Council meeting; (29) Refor-
mation Day with one service at 9:30 followed by a 
luncheon. 

November - no changes noted 

 

Board/Committee Items 

Board of Spiritual Affairs: 

Rick Lucas and Sandra Studley reported that the El-
ders had not met in August. The Head Elders met with 
Pastor Randy on August 30. There were no questions 
from Council. 

Board of Educational Ministries  

Ann Hossler had nothing to report at this time. There 
were no questions from Council. 

Board of Outreach  

Dudley Karstensen reported that a sub-committee will 
be formed to revise the current “emergency proce-
dures” document. The current “App” for Immanuel 
will be canceled and focus will be on the church’s 
website.  

Board of ILCUSC 

Tim Hetzler had nothing to report at this time. 

Old Business 

Lori Bichsel told Council that the Nominating Com-
mittee will be meeting to accept suggestions for indi-
viduals as Council officers and Elders. She provided 
an update on the check fraud case. 

New Business 

Lori Bichsel provided a report from the 2017 Finan-
cial Review Committee. Reviewers were as follows: 
Lori Bichsel (Chair), Mark Crabtree (member), Crys-
tal Moe (member), Mandy Sponholtz (member). Fol-
lowing a discussion about the review, a motion was 
made by Dudley Karstensen to accept the 2017 Finan-
cial Review report as written; seconded by Sandra 
Studley. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

Linda Herbel presented the proposed 2018 Budget for 
a first reading. Members of the 2018 Budget Commit-
tee are as follows: Linda Herbel, Lori Bichsel, Vern 
Bartels, and Tim Hetzler. It was noted that no budgets 
were cut. A second reading of the proposed 2018 
Budget will be at the next Council meeting on October 
24. 

Adjournment 

A motion was made by Rick Lucas and seconded by 
Vern Bartels to adjourn. Motion passed unanimously. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

Next Council meeting: 
October 24, 2017, at 6:30 
p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eloise Kerbs,  
Interim Secretary 
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SEPTEMBER OFFERINGS 

SUNDAY: GENERAL DESIGNATED  

September 3 $9,899 $385 

September 10  $7,077 $5,915 

September 17 $5,460 $1,549 

September 24 $6,650 $598 

Total $29,086  $8,447 

New Staff 
Fund 

Balance, 
$62,651 

New 
Staff
Fund 
Goal,

$70,000 

 
SEPTEMBER 2017 

MORTGAGE PAYMENT $2,731 

MORTGAGE INTEREST $637 

MORTGAGE PRINCIPAL $2,094 

MORTGAGE BALANCE $140,116 

Budget &  
Expenses 

Total  
Yearly 
Budget 

Current: 
Sept 

Year-to-
Date 
Jan—Sep 
2017 

General  
Offerings $376,366 $29,086    $290,042 

Building Use  $885 $190 $190 

Other income $940  $9,361 

Total General 
Receipts $378,191 $29,276 $299,593 

Total General 
Expenses $378,191 $32,478 $274,798 

Net Income   $0 - $3,202 $22,396 

Our Immanuel Community 

An Anniversary on  
 
Nov 1     Don & Linda Herbel 
Nov 6      Kyle & Sara Deterding 
Nov 24  Tom & Michele Knight  

 
 
A Birthday on: 
 
1 Lisa Lahm 

2 Jamel Sandidge 

3 Logan Masenthin and Joel Thaemert 

4 Mike Glasnapp 

6 Aris Grady 

7 Fred Lehman 

8 Pat Theno 

9 Eva Baker 

11 Wyatt Lenz,  Cheri Sponholtz 

12 Lowell Buffington 

13 Lois Capps, Lance Flachsbarth, and Ryan Walter 

14 Orval Engling and Ingrid McMahon 

16 Sharon Hettinger and Samuel Stapleton 

18 Amy Wilson 

19 Martha Preboth 

21 Ashley Sponholtz, Benjamin Wilson 

23 Tyler Cook, Oliver Dwyer, Ruth Stohs and Mark Wilson 

24 Sandra Flachsbarth 

25 Elvira Angeletti 

27 Moriah Kruzel 

28 Jacob Bartuccio, Sara Giermann 

29 Andrew Collmeyer  

The reason we say “Amen” at the end of 
our prayers instead of “Awomen” is the 
same reason we sing “Hymns” instead of 

“hers” 

Happy Birthday to  

Irene Hain  

Celebrating 90 years young!!!! 
(October 19) 
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             Reformers Prior to the Reformation 
 
by Dr. Jack Kilcrease 
 
Although most historians would probably date the beginning of the 
Protestant Reformation to Luther’s publication of the 95 Theses in 1517, it 
has long been recognized that the Reformers of the 16th century did not 
appear out of thin air. Although we could speak of many broad societal 
trends which led to the outbreak of the Reformation, it is important to rec-
ognize the initiative of individuals. Below we will discuss two of the most 

significant proto-reformers: John Wycliffe (ca. 1320-1384) and Jan Hus (1369-1415). 
 
John Wycliffe was born in the village of Hipswell in the vicinity of Yorkshire in the north of England at some 
point in the early to mid-1320s. To the extent that historians can reconstruct his early life, he seems to have 
received his education close to his parents’ home. Later (possibly in the mid-1340s) he arrived at Oxford 
where he pursued higher education. In 1356, Wycliffe earned his Master’s degree. He was soon appointed to 
the head of Balliol College, Oxford. After this, he was a priest at a number of parishes. Later, he became the 
head of Canterbury Hall, where he worked with a group of young men preparing for the priesthood. In the 
midst of all this, he earned a bachelor’s degree and doctorate in theology. Finally, Wycliffe was granted the 
position of rector at Ludgershall close to Oxford, something that allowed him to continue to participate in the 
life of the university. 
 
Although Wycliffe appears to have broken with the theology of the medieval 
Church at some point early in his career, in 1374 his reforming career took a 
new turn. He was appointed to a commission by the English government to 
work out a series of disputed questions of jurisdiction between the pope and 
the King of England in the Belgian city of Bruges. When he returned from 
the negotiations, Wycliffe was apparently so unhappy with his encounter 
with the papal representatives that he began to write a series of tracts pro-
moting ideas of reform. Specifically, he attacked the sale of Church offices 
(known as “simony” named after Simon Magus in Acts 8) and the practice 
of indulgences. 

 
From this point forward, the rest of 
Wycliffe’s life was tied up in a series of 
official and unofficial tribunals. It 
would be extremely tedious to go 
through all of them in detail, but it is 
sufficient to say that Wycliffe was gen-
erally able to rally the support of members of the secular English govern-
ment as long as he confined his protests to abuses of Church power. 
When Wycliffe began to reformulate Christian doctrine, he largely lost 
the support of the secular English government. In spite of all this, Wyc-
liffe was never executed for heresy in his life time and died a relatively 

old man in 1384, probably in his mid-60s. Nevertheless, long after his death, the Council of Constance (1415) 
specified that his grave should be dug up and his bones be burned as a sign of his condemnation for heresy. 
 
In regard to his theological proposals, Wycliffe held several key beliefs possessed both in continuity and dis-
continuity with the later Reformation. First, like Luther, Wycliffe believed that salvation comes by grace 
alone. Nevertheless, unlike Luther, Wycliffe did not take this teaching to its logical conclusion and posit that 
salvation received by faith alone. Much like St. Augustine, Wycliffe held that grace induces works which mer-
it salvation. Similarly, much like Luther, Wycliffe also posited the supreme authority of Scripture within the 
life of the Church (Sola Scriptura). He also held that the Bible should be translated into the language of the 

Continued on page 5 
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common people, something his followers (called “Lollards”) would later do. Nevertheless, unlike Luther, who 
emphasized the centrality of the gospel to our understanding of Scripture, Wycliffe believed that the Bible 

should be translated in order that people might be more aware of 
which works God desired of them. Wycliffe often contrasted the 
works commended by Scripture with those prescribed by the Church 
in the form of pilgrimages, indulgences, and veneration of the 
saints. Hence, although many of Wycliffe’s beliefs bear superficial 
similarity to those of Luther’s, they nonetheless remain stuck in lim-
itations of medieval theology and its essential legalism. 
 
The second proto-reformer we will discuss is Jan Hus. Hus was 
born in Husinec in what is the now the southern Czech Republic in 
1369. At the time, this region was known as “Bohemia.” Around 

1390, Hus began to attend the University of Prague. By 1394, he had earned a Master’s degree and began to 
teach on its philosophy faculty. By 1401, he was the head of the philosophy department. During this period, he 
was heavily influenced by a number of teachers at the university who had read Wycliffe’s philosophical 
works. This philosophical engagement with Wycliffe spurred Hus to take an interest in his theological works, 
many of which criticized the theology of the late medieval Church and advocated various reforms. 
 
This interest in Church reform connected Hus with the followers of Jan Milíč, a theologian who had promoted 
Wycliffe’s reforms in Bohemia. In the early 15th century, the Church was weak due to a schism that had re-
sulted in the simultaneous election of multiple popes. Although Milíč had died some years earlier, his follow-
ers preached in the local Czech dialect at the Bethlehem chapel in Prague. Hus joined them and increasingly 
gained fame as a popular preacher. During this period, he increasingly promoted theological and ecclesiastical 
reforms that represented moderate versions of those originally proposed by Wycliffe. 
 
After several confrontations with the local Archbishop, Hus (much like Luther) entered into a conflict with the 
Roman curia for publicly preaching against indulgences. This eventually led to him being driven out his uni-
versity and ministerial positions in Prague. For the next few years, Hus lived in several different castles owned 
by Czech noblemen who were supportive of his reforms. There he 
wrote many books and treatises, including his most important work 
entitled On the Church. In this book, he promoted a belief in the 
priesthood of all believers and rejected the power of the papacy. 
 
In late 1414, a reforming council met in the city of Constance, Swit-
zerland in order to solve the issue of the papal schism. The council 
sent emissaries to Bohemia to invite Hus and his colleague Jerome 
of Prague to attend and explain their views. As might be expected, 
Hus was reluctant, but he was induced by a promise of safe conduct 
by the newly elected Holy Roman Emperor Sigismund. Once in 
Constance, the safe conduct was revoked, under only mild protests 
from the Emperor. The Council tried Hus and Jerome for heresy, 
urging them to recant his view lest they be executed. Both men re-
fused and were eventually burned at the stake on July 6, 1415, for promoting Wycliffe’s heresies. 
Although their theological proposals were often deeply flawed, both Wycliffe and Hus raised important issues 
regarding the institutional Church’s abuse of its powers. For this reason, Lutheran Christians can be grateful to 
these forerunners of the Reformation for paving the way for Luther’s more complete and biblical sound re-
forms. 
  
Dr. Jack Kilcrease is a member of Our Savior Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Reprinted from https://lutheranreformation.org/history/reformers-prior-reformation (accessed October 12, 2017). 
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LWML Fall Bake Sale  

& Craft Bazaar  

 SAVE THE DATE:  

November 4,   

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

The Fall Craft Bazaar and 
Bake Sale is coming soon. 
Helpers are needed the af-
ternoon before and the day 
of the Bazaar. Sign up to-
day! See the signup sheet in the volunteer 
notebook under the “LWML Fall Bazaar” tab.   

Contact Jeanne Bronoski, chairperson for 
the Bazaar, with any questions at 218-1482. 

Plan to Donate—Plan to Come—Plan to 

Buy!               

Proceeds will go toward missions chosen 

by LWML 

The Lutheran World Relief  Quilters 
Opportunity Quilt winner is  

Tammie George.   
Congratulations! 

The LWR Quilters would like to thank everyone who pur-

chased  tickets, as the funds pay for the supplies we need 

to create the many LWR quilts. The quilts we have complet-

ed were displayed on LWML Sunday, October 1, shown  

below.  

Immanuel Community 

Thanks to all who made the Pancake 
Feed Benefitting Family Promise a 

Success! 

Men of Immanuel would like to thank every-
one who supported our first Annual Pancake 
Feed.  We all had fun serving you.  A check 
will be presented to Family Promise in the 
amount of $1,370.00.  We had a crew on the 
radio with Hank Booth talking about Family 
Promise and our event.  We could not have 
done this without the support of all the mem-
bers. Great job! 

Bible Presentation  
We recently had our Bible presentation for 2nd 
graders in our congregation.  Second grade is 
an exciting time where children become much 
more fluent readers, so this is a perfect time to 
get a Bible in their hands!  The kids are always 
thrilled to see their name inscribed on the in-
side cover.  During Sunday School, we imme-
diately start highlighting memory verses and 
they are encouraged to write notes in the mar-
gins to truly interact with God's word.  
 
If you see any 2nd grader 
in church, ask them about 
their Bible!  They will most 
likely have it with them, and 
you will see the pride as 
they show it to you!  
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OFFICERS OF THE 
CONGREGATION—2017 

Lori Bichsel 
President 

Tammie George 
Vice President 

Eloise Kerbs 
Interim Secretary 

Vern Bartels 
Treasurer 

 
Board Chairs 

   Vacant  ———–—— ILCUSC Services 

 Dudley Karstensen  ———— Outreach 

 Ann Hossler—— Educational Ministries 

   Rick Lucas/Sandra Studley————— 

  ———–———–——  Spiritual Affairs 

Organizations 
  Cradle Roll————— Courtney Cook 

  Lutheran Women’s Missionary League         
  ———————— LWML Committee  

  Men of Immanuel Lutheran Church ——     
 —————–——— Marvin Bredehoft 
 

Elders 
 Elois Allan Tim Hetzler  

 Rick Lucas Kelly Rector 

 Barb Riley Sandra Studley 

 SERVING IN THE LORD’S HOUSE  

IN NOVEMBER 

USHERS 
  Early Service 

  Late Service 

 

Pat McCandless; Jake, Lisa & Ethan Lahm 

June Floyd 

GREETERS 
 

Early Service 
Late Service 

 
Seth & Sandra Studley 

Lynn Krusemark 

 LAY CALLERS 5 Dudley Karstensen 
12 Virgil Dean 

19  Pam Becker  
26 Dudley Karstensen 

READERS 
   

 Early / Late 

5 Jack Landgrebe / Michael Grear 

12 Lyle Hettinger / Ruth Ellen Bartels 
19  Barb Riley / Tim Hetzler  

26  Jane Hoyt /  Crystal Moe 

ACOLYTES 5 Luke Lewis 

12  Macade Lewis 
19  Jase Grady  

26 Justin Lutz 

COMMUNION                       
  CARE 

Early / Late 

5 Amy Wilson / Jackie & Kelly Rector 

12  Amy Wilson / Jackie & Kelly Rector 
19 Deb & Pat McCandless / Tim Hetzler 

26 Deb & Pat McCandless / Tim Hetzler 

Church Office  
Tricia Fender and Leslie Traylor  

785-843-0620 
OFFICE HOURS 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Mon – Fri. 
Closed Nov 23 & 24 

Parochial Report - September 

2017  

No activity 

UPCOMING SPECIAL SERVICES 

 

Wednesday, November 22:    Thanksgiving Eve  

 Evening Service  — 7:00 p.m. Worship Service  

 

Wednesdays, December 6, 13, & 20:    
 Midweek Advent Worship Services 

   —  6:00 p.m. Potluck Soup and Sandwich  
 Supper 

 Evening Service — 7:00 p.m. Midweek Advent Worship Service 

Sunday, December 24:   Christmas Eve 

 Morning Service — 9:30 a.m. Worship   Service 

 Evening Service — 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship Service  

   with Candle Lighting 

Monday, December 25:   Christmas Day 

 Morning Service — 9:30 a.m. Christmas Day Worship Service  
  with Communion—One Service Only 

Sunday, December 31:    New Year’s Eve 

 Morning Service — 9:30 a.m. First Sunday after Christmas  
  Worship Service  

 Evening Service — 7:00 p.m.  New Year’s Eve Worship Service 

“Oops, No Money”  

Three fellows went to church and when 
it came time to pass the plate, the three 
discovered they had no money. Not 
wanting to be embarrassed, one fainted 
and the other two carried him out. 
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“Every Servant a Loving Messenger”“Every Servant a Loving Messenger”  

on QUESTION #3 for affordable housing  

on election day:  November 7 
Justice Matters is working at full speed to get out the 
vote for the upcoming election, November 7, 2017. 
Lawrence voters will be asked whether a piece of the 
city's existing sales tax should be renewed and re-
assigned for affordable housing. Justice Matters be-

lieves the answer is an emphatic "YES!"  

This tax, which represents one penny for every $20 spent, will put over $1 million per year 
into the city's affordable housing trust fund and put the city on track to solve our afforda-
ble housing crisis in 15 years. The crisis is that 1 in 5 Douglas County residents currently 
pays 50 percent or more of their income for housing, leaving them to choose between 
other necessities such as food or medicine. This is our community's best opportunity to 
reduce that burden on working families, retirees, and women fleeing domestic violence. 
Election Day is Tuesday, November 7. Justice Matters prayerfully encourages its faithful 
friends at Immanuel Lutheran to VOTE YES to make Lawrence a more just community. 

SAVE THE DATE:              The Men of Immanuel will host a Medicare and Chili event  
                                    Monday, November 13 at 7:00 p.m.  
An informational program will be presented about Medicare by a representative of the Senior 
Resource Center, and about supplemental insurance by Duane Stohs of Thrivent. All members 
and friends are invited to attend. Bring your spouses or others involved in your healthcare deci-
sions. Please sign up in the volunteer book in the narthex.  


