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Hello, Immanuel Lutheran Church!
Who is Jesus?
For Christians, the answer to that question is
simple and straightforward. Who is Jesus? He
is my Savior from sin, death, and the devil. As
the Small Catechism explains, Jesus “is my
Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and
condemned person, purchased and won me from
all sins, from death, and from the power of the
devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy,
precious blood and with His innocent suffering
and death.”
For our culture, though, the answer is not so simple. We live in an age of
postmodern relativism – a fancy term meaning we believe we’re no longer
bound to objective definitions of truth or morality or God. Truth is whatever
you believe it to be. Each of us can have our own truth and none of us are
wrong. “It’s complicated,” we like to say.
This means, then, that our culture has many definitions of Jesus. For some,
Jesus is a spiritual guide who taught us good things about being a better person.
For others, Jesus is a spiritual therapist who helps us feel better about life. For
still others, Jesus is a Santa Claus who gives us stuff if we’re good enough
people. Perhaps the most popular Jesus today is the one who affirms and
supports whatever I’m into at the moment. His job is to agree with me always
and tell me I’m doing the right thing. We live in a time and culture where there
no longer exists a common definition of who Jesus is. Jesus is whoever you
want Him to be.
Which is a problem because none of us has the right to define Jesus according
to personal opinions or desires. Nor can we define Him based on the latest poll
or survey. A more honest approach is to let Jesus define Himself, in His own
words and by His own actions as recorded for us in the Bible. The fact is, it’s
not up to us to define Jesus. It’s up to Him to show us who He is. Which He
does, powerfully and effectively, in His Word.
During the next several Sundays in Bible class (10:20 am) we’re going to study
some of the definitions of Jesus that are popular in our society today. We’ll
compare them with what the Bible actually says about the real Jesus -- the
Jesus who died for our sins and rose from the grave, the Jesus who gives us
hope and joy and peace, the Jesus who is our salvation and victory. The real
Jesus is not hidden. He makes Himself known to us in His Word and
Sacraments and we receive Him by faith.
You’re welcome to join us in Bible class. Hope to see you there!

The Lord be with you!

Pastor Wehling

Council Minutes — JULY 2022
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o Mark and Sheri Crabtree are planning the
July 10, 2022, 11:30 am
Campus Ministry welcome barbeque.
Mission: To Share God’s love in Jesus Christ by
·
Board
of Outreach
Word and Deed to all people.
o In Brandon’s absence, Amy reported that
Attendees: Pastor Andrew Wehling, Kristel Lewis,
Immanuel will host Family Promise in AuPat McCandless, Barb Riley, Beth Dwyer, Amy Wilgust.
son, Mark Crabtree, Tim Hetzler.
o Pastor attended L.I.N.K. in June and reportAbsent: Brandon Sack.
ed it was an well-run event.
Visitors: Al and Donna Kuhlmann
· Pastor Wehling
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by
o Pastor provided a detailed report of his
Kristel Lewis at 11:30 am.
month’s visits, priorities, activities and upOpening Devotion/Prayer: Pastor Wehling opened
coming dates.
the meeting with prayer. Kristel thanked Pastor and
Special Reports:
Miriam for their blessings since coming to Immanuel.
· Financial Review Committee of Joel Thaemert,
Consent Agenda: The agenda was moved by Beth
Laura Carson and Jason McCandless will be
Dwyer, seconded by Amy Wilson. It was accepted.
setting a date to meet as soon as Tim has all
· No items were removed from the agenda.
info ready.
· Minutes were submitted by Barb Riley and ap- Old Business:
proved via email.
· Church Signage
· An abbreviated Treasurer’s report was submito Pat McCandless moved for council to acted by Tim Hetzler and approved via email.
cept the sign committee’s recommendation
· No statistics report was available due to Leslie
to purchase a new digital 10MM doubleTraylor being on vacation.
faced sign with messaging capabilities. Installation of sign and electrical needs is ap· ILC Services – Property and Grounds was subproximately $51,7483.76. This will require
mitted by Tim Hetzler and approved via email.
a congregational vote to approve. Tim se· Church calendar was not available due to Leslie
conded, and the motion was approved. A
Traylor being on vacation.
discussion was held on the technicality of
Board and Pastor Reports:
wiring and trenching. Some of the shrubs
· Board of Spiritual Affairs
and bushes will need to be trimmed and cut.
o Mark Crabtree reported the Elders continue
· Timesheets for staff
to refine communion and worship service.
o Tiffany and John are both salaried employThey are planning to take on the current
ees. Pastor will not require them to turn in a
Worship Committee duties.
timesheet unless their work becomes unaco Reviewing the current funeral planning
ceptable. Tim mentioned there may be a
worksheet.
need to document their time.
o Looking at policy and procedures for vol· Bookkeeper position
unteers.
o Amy Lund has started in this position.
o The Board of Elders is looking to stream· Nursery has been moved to Room 218, near to
line the current Vanco “giving app” terms.
the sanctuary and the music room.
A discussion was held and Mark will email
the shortened Vanco terms to council mem- New Business:
bers for an email approval.
· Council positions/terms moving forward
o A discussion was held on the terms of
· Board of Educational Ministries
o Beth Dwyer reported Sunday School concouncil. Nominations will begin next month.
tinues with the summer agenda.
· Signage in the activity center
o VBS will be held Rally Sunday, August 21,
o Discussion was held about the use of com2022.
mercial signage by 90/10 or any other group
o The Youth will give a presentation to the
renting the AC. A clause will be added to all
congregation on the Youth Gathering when
contracts requiring prior approval from council
they return.
before any signage can be put up. Council votcontinued on page 3
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Council Minutes, continued from page 2

ed and approved the current sign from Lewis Toyota being used by 90/10. Vote was
4/2.
o The contract for 90/10 will be reviewed
for any updates or increase in rent. Amy
will get comparison quotes from Rock
Chalk and USD 497.
o Roof: Al Kuhlmann provided a detailed
report on quotes from 3 roofing companies,
Alpha Roofing, Diamond-Everly and
Schwickerts. Pat moved for Council to accept the roofing committee recommendation to take Alpha Roofing’s proposal #8$168,530.00. This will require a congregational vote to approve. Mark seconded and
the motion was approved by council.
o Mark moved for ILC to engage with
LCEF, (Lutheran Church Extension Fund),
to obtain a Church Improvement line of
credit for up to $150,000.00, to cover the
expense of the sign and roof. Amy seconded and the motion was accepted. If voters
approve, the term of the loan will be 3
years. Tim reported ILC has approximately $45,000 in the roof fund and $26,000
from unused Memorials and Campus funds
that can be used for the sign.
Closing Prayer: The Lord’s Prayer was prayed in
unison.
Adjourn Kristel adjourned the meeting at 1:30 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Barb Riley, Council Secretary

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION
2022 Board Chairs
Kristel Lewis President
Barb Riley Secretary

Pat McCandless Vice President
Tim Hetzler Treasurer

Amy Wilson .................................................... ILC Services
Brandon Sack ...................................................... Outreach
Sara Deterding / Beth Dwyer .............................. Education
Mark Crabtree ............................................. Spiritual Affairs
Organizations
Azure Sack........................................................ Cradle Roll
LWML Committee .. Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Marvin Bredehoft..................................... Men of Immanuel
Mark Crabtree ................................................... Head Elder
Joel Thaemert, Paul Hiller, Marty Couchman, Dudley
Karstensen ............................................................... Elders

ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS
Bob & Barb Riley
Russ & Beth Dwyer
Mike & Sonja Grear
Sean & Becca Estanek
Don & Diane Miller
Noah & Jennica Mosier
Duane & Julie Zule
Vern & Ruth Ellen Bartels
Jami Boone
Pat McCandless
Olivia Herschell
Justin Lutz
Jase Grady
Seth Studley
Kevin Plummer
Emily Flachsbarth
Russ Dwyer
Guy Ornes
Marty Couchman
Charlotte Karstensen
Nancy Lahm
Greysen Lenz
Andrew Lenz
Baden Masenthin
Trinity Moe

1
6
8
9
9
9
10
10
10
10
10
11
13
14
14
15
17

2
5
6
15
21
25
25
31
Trevor Sack
Evan Meyer
Linda Klinker
Sharon Leggott
Darcy Meyer
Stephanie Stapleton
Andrew Wehling
Lydia Howarter
Eli Dick
Jason McCandless
Brynn Deterding
Don Miller
Avery Sack
Blake Heubner
Karen Bailey
Joseph McCandless

17
18
18
21
23
23
23
24
24
26
28
28
30
30
30
31

JUNE 2022 BUDGET AND EXPENSES
Income and Expenses:
General Offerings
$ 18,871
Building Use
$ 1,200
Other Income
$ 115
from Other Accounts
$1,115
Total General Receipts
$ 21,301
Total General Expenses
$ 23,641
Net Income (Loss)
($ 2,340)
Offerings:
General Designated
$ 400
$ 80
$ 6,345
$ 170
$ 3,376
$ 65
$ 8,750
$ 250
Total
$ 18,871
$ 565

Parochial Report: July 2022—No changes
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— NEWS
From Immanuel’s Council
Dear Congregation,
At the voters’ meeting on July 24, the congregation voted
unanimously to replace the roof, to purchase a new digital
sign with messaging capabilities, and to move forward
with both projects utilizing financing from Lutheran
Church Extension Fund. The fact that the congregation
voted unanimously on all three motions speaks volumes to
the unification of our church family!
I am excited to share that the roof installation will begin
around mid-September. Alpha roofing will be the roofing
contractor to complete the project. Alpha Roofing is
owned and operated by Darin Lutz, a member of the congregation. Darin and his company provided a sizable reduction in price to complete the project. I would encourage all members of the congregation to thank him for
helping lower the cost of this much-needed project.
I am equally excited to share that the sign design committee met on July 26 to collaborate and work toward a final
design. This committee is comprised of members of council, the board of elders, and members at large. Once the
final design has been made, Schurle Signs will order the
needed parts and material to complete the sign. Ryan
Schurle has advised us that material from the manufacturer has a lead time of 10-12 weeks. We are hopeful that our
new sign will be installed before...Thanksgiving!
In closing, I want to thank the members of the congregation for the approval to complete both of these projects! I
would also like to thank all of the individuals that volunteered many hours of their time serving on these committees.
I believe 2 Corinthians, Chapter 13, verse 11, exemplifies
how I feel about the future of Immanuel Lutheran Church!
13:11 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full
restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, live
in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.

I will provide updates throughout the process and update
any changes to the timelines of completion of both of
these projects.
God’s blessing to all!
Pat McCandless, Vice President
Immanuel Lutheran Church Council
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From Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod’s Facebook,
@the LCMS

— A story from one of our missionaries in Germany.
#LutheransEngage
Last week I met a deligh ul couple from Iran who moved to
Germany a few years ago. “Abbas” and “Maryam” had become
Chris ans in their homeland, but kept this secret because
conversion from Islam is punished with prison or even death. I
asked how they wound up in Germany. Maryam shared her
story: “I used to work as a travel agent in Iran. About three
years ago, I was leading a group through Turkey—in winter. My
mother was in our group, too. Since the trip was only for a few
days, I was traveling light—with only a carry-on bag. One
evening I received a message from back home that the
authori es had just raided our apartment and discovered that I
had become a Chris an. At that moment, my life as I had
known it ceased to exist. I would never again be able to return
to Iran—at least not under the current regime. Everything I
owned was reduced to that carry-on bag. My mother, who had
also become a Chris an, and I realized that our only op on was
to try to make our way to Germany, where Abbas, an IT
specialist, had gained a residency permit. By the grace of Jesus
Christ, we somehow managed to sneak across the border into
Greece, but since we had entered illegally, we had to hide un l
we could contact people who might get us further west. We hid
in the woods for a whole month—just the two of us. No shelter,
no food. We couldn’t even build a ﬁre for fear of being
detected. I was wet and cold the whole me. The only thing
that kept me alive—food for my soul—was Psalm 23, which I
kept reci ng to myself: “Even though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me.”
Maryam and her mother eventually made it out of Greece and
reconnected with Abbas. Most of her family have since moved
to Germany as well. Abbas’ goal in life? To one day become a
Lutheran pastor and share the Gospel of our Lord in Word and
Sacrament with fellow Iranians! *** Indeed, Holy Scripture is
food for the soul. (Permission granted to share this story).

Immanuel Lutheran Church

SAVE THE DATE !

VBS Rally Day —August 21, 11:30 am

~
Our KU Back-to-School BBQ is Back: August 28, 6:00 pm
Help us welcome our college students back.
It is wonderful to see our ministries returning to Immanuel… and that includes our August
28, 6:00 – 8:00 pm BBQ gathering for college students. We plan to welcome college students
back with food, games, and good fellowship provided by our congregation. A signup sheet is
available in the volunteer notebook located in the narthex! Consider how you can help us create a Home Away from Home church family for our college students. College students gather
once a week for Bible Study with Pastor, Sheri and Mark Crabtree. We are seeking additional
weekend activities for student: concerts, fall fair. We are starting to brainstorm a nice mix of
activities for our visiting students. If you would like to be a part of our College Student Group
we are always welcoming volunteer members, as well! Ask Pastor Wehling or Mark and Sheri
Crabtree for more information.

~
Wednesday, September 7: Basics of the Christian Faith class begins.
For new members and anyone who wants a refresher
Sunday, September 11: Conﬁrmation Classes begin.
~
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