Church Happenings
December was a joyous time at Immanuel, and very busy!

-

·

Social time was enjoyed at the Advent dinners.

·

The children did a great job with the Christmas program. Our
middle school students added to the program singing, and the
high school boys rang a bell piece.

·

The bell choir was back in action with a couple of pieces.

·

Seeing the church decorated once again was a delight.

As the new year begins, please keep in mind our community service
opportunities. We continue to be a host church for Family Promise once
a quarter. Families are not staying at our church but we are providing
meals for our week. The option to actually serve at L.I.N.K. is once again
needed as well as providing meals. The Red Wagons are ready to be
filled with pantry items and will be blessed each month and delivered to
the Ballard Center to help those in need.

—

—

-

Sunday School will continue at 8:30 am for both children and adults.
Our middle school students will resume confirmation class and are
blessed to have Pastor Heine teaching them (they all truly love to go to
confirmation). Campus ministry will meet once again when KU classes
start and the men’s and women’s Bible study groups will continue their
time together.
As I have mentioned, our call process continues to move forward and
we all pray for patience waiting for our next pastor but until then, our
church continues to move ahead. If we haven’t seen you in a while, I encourage you to join us on Sunday morning. Seeing familiar faces and
worshipping in a familiar setting can be stabilizing and calming when the
world still seems a bit out of whack. Knowing that God’s love is a stable
part of your life is a reminder of which we probably can’t get enough.
And God is definitely with us! This is a prime time to remember we are
Immanuel: “God with us.”
Kristel Lewis, Council 2022 President

Income & Expenses

NOVEMBER 2021

Offerings: —general fund —designated

Call Process Update

Officers of the Congregation—2022

The Call Committee has met and is in the process of confirming the date for the next voters’ meeting. Please watch
the bulletin for updates. For questions, contact Kristel Lewis
at ktel30@hotmail.com or 785-865-7222. We ask for prayers for God to lead the Call Committee and the members of
our church to choose the right pastor for Immanuel.
—Immanuel Call Committee
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Council Minutes (not yet approved by Council)
5 December 2021
Call to Order: Council President Marvin Bredehoft
called the meeting to order at 12:01 pm, followed by
an opening devotion led by Pastor Miller about
“thanks and hope.” While today we live in a challenging world, we must always trust in God and not just
“hope for the best.”
Attendees: President Marvin Bredehoft; VicePresident Kristel Lewis; Treasurer Saundra Hiller; Secretary Tim Hetzler; Board of Education Sara Deterding;
Board of Spiritual Affairs Mark Crabtree; Immanuel’s
Vacancy Pastor Pr. Tom Harries; and Financial Secretary Cristi Hansen (visitor).
Approval of Consent Agenda:
Consent Agenda
A. Removal of items from the consent agenda?
B. Approval of Minutes - completed via email
(submitted by Tim Hetzler)
C. Treasurer’s Report – (not yet available due to
Council meeting rescheduled)
D. Statistics Report - (submitted by Leslie Traylor)
E. Church Calendar - responsible party sends updates to Office Manager
Motion: To approve all items on the consent agenda:
(Kristel Lewis moved; Sara Deterding seconded; motion passed.)

another church in Lawrence or communities nearby,
and plan to transfer their membership.
Board of Educational Ministries:
Immanuel’s annual Children’s Christmas program
is scheduled for 19 December (Sunday). The program
will include Immanuel’s young children, middle
school, and high school age youth.
Board of ILC Services: (no report)
Board of Outreach: (no report)
Special Report
Pastor Harries has been calling on shut-ins who
cannot attend worship services, giving Holy Communion and spiritual comfort. He will continue to do so,
making a special effort to visit these people before
Christmas. Pastor Harries has office hours once a
week at Immanuel, and comes to Lawrence frequently
during the week as needed (e.g., to visit shut-ins, etc).
Old Business:
The Elders will discuss a draft Vision statement for
Immanuel later in December;
Immanuel’s lease agreement with the commercial
basketball training program 90/10 will be signed by
Council President Marvin Bredehoft and 90\10 by the
end of 2021.
Next Council Meeting: The Council – with new Council President Kristel Lewis, Vice-President Pat
McCandless, Secretary Barb Riley, and Treasurer Tim
Hetzler -- will meet on 10 January (Monday) at 7:00
pm via Zoom.
Motion to Adjourn: Mark Crabtree moved; Kristel
Lewis seconded; motion passed. Pastor Harries closed
the meeting by leading the council in prayer.

Committee Reports
Board of Spiritual Affairs:
Rev. Weinkauf (Immanuel’s former pastor who retired from Immanuel) and his wife Nancy have been
released from being members of Immanuel. Rev.
Weinkauf and Mrs. Weinkauf will join Trinity Lutheran
Church in Lawrence. Because Trinity Lutheran church
is an ELCA church, Rev. Weinkauf will be in ineligible
to serve as part of the LCMS “pulpit supply” that supplies a pastor to LCMS congregations who need a
Meeting adjourned: 1:35 pm
pastor temporarily for a short time. Rev. Weinkauf
Respectfully submitted, (not yet approved by the
also will be ineligible to perform weddings, funerals,
Council),
and other special worship services in any LCMS
Tim Hetzler, Secretary
church.
Holy Communion will be celebrated every other
Sunday in December. The Elders will consider resuming Communion every Sunday in January 2022.
The Elders continue to reach out to those members of Immanuel who haven’t been worshipping regularly. Some of these members are worshipping at
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