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Just a little over a month ago, our country celebrated Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Day. For some it was a day of reflection, for others a day off from work or school,
and for others just another day. You and I as Lutherans, when thinking about Dr.
King and his legacy, need to ask ourselves Luther’s well-known question, “What
does this mean?”
For those who have heard my preaching and teaching now for ten years, you know
that, when I speak of faith, I am referring to faith in action, to the kind of faith described in James 2:14-17 NRSV.
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Worship Service
Weekly Schedule
Sunday—8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School—9:45 a.m.
Bible Studies—10:00 a.m.

Dear Members, Associates, and Friends of ILCUSC:

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith
but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is
naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their
bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no
works, is dead.
To prompt serious thinking, I have provided excerpts from an article originally published in The Huffington Post. I would urge each one of us prayerfully to read this
article and then honestly to answer the seven questions listed. I even would go far as
to ask that you send me your answers to these questions. Since the questions are indeed quite personal and pointed, you may answer anonymously, if you so choose.
In Immanuel’s service,
Pastor Randy
Rev. Randall L. Weinkauf, Pastor

ARE YOU A REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. KIND
OF CHRISTIAN?

By Rev. Paul Brandeis Raushenbush, Senior Vice President at Auburn Seminary, Editor of Voices
. . . As [Rev. Martin Luther} King himself wrote:
“On sweltering summer days and crisp autumn mornings I
have looked at the South’s beautiful churches with their lofty
spires pointing heavenward. Over and over I have found myself asking: ‘What kind of people worship here? Who is their
God?’”
It is crucial to remember . . . that, while there were some Christians who supported King and his monumental efforts towards civil rights, against poverty,
and for peace, there were many, many other Christians who either actively
opposed his work or sat silently on the sidelines. We are in a similar moment
today, where not all Christians who invoke the legacy of King, . . . represent
the vision he set forth for America. If you would like to be sure your faith is
Continues on page 3
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COUNCIL MINUTES—Immanuel Lutheran Church & University Student Center
* Not approved by Church Council
Council Meeting
Date: February 11, 2019
Start time: 7:00 p.m. End time: 8:42 p.m.
Present: Pastor Randy Weinkauf, Michael Grear,
Vern Bartels, Dudley Karstensen, Mandy Sponholtz,
Barb Riley, Kathy Buffington
Absent: Sara Deterding Visitors: Jack Landgrebe
Call to Order: Council President Michael Grear
called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Opening Prayer: Pastor Randy opened the meeting
with a devotional and prayer.
Approval of Minutes: The minutes from January
14, 2019, were presented for approval. A motion was
made by Vern Bartels to accept the minutes as presented and seconded by Barb Riley. The motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s report was
presented by Vern Bartels.
He mentioned the need to convene a Financial Review
Committee. He reminded the Council, this is a threeperson group appointed by the President and ratified
by the Council to review the church’s financial records. This group will be convened in March.
A motion was made by Dudley Karstensen and seconded by Barb Riley to accept the Treasurer’s report
as written. The motion carried.
Statistical/Parochial Report: Pastor Randy presented the reports for review.
Pastor Randy noted that the attendance report has an
incorrect number of communicants, but does not have
an updated number. He indicated that the weather
and campus involvement is affecting attendance; for
example, the February 3 early service only had 60 attendees. He urged the Council to encourage regular
attendance outreach among members. Not regularly
attending gives the youth a bad idea about the importance of attending worship regularly. He also corrected that Richard Pingel was the guest pastor for
January 27 and February 3.
Calendar: Need to add Lenten worship services at 7
p.m. on March 6, 13, 20, and 27. Barb Riley moved to
host a potluck dinner at 6 p.m. during Lent. Kathy
Buffington seconded. The motion passed.
The March calendar is also missing 3/29, 3/30, and
3/31. We will host a fifth Sunday service on March 31
at 9:30 a.m. There will be no potluck lunch after worship. Barb Riley moved to allow the youth and worship committees to host snacks with cinnamon rolls
and coffee, with the option of a free-will offering to
fundraise for the National Youth Gathering. Mandy

Sponholtz seconded and the motion passed.
March 18 – the Board of Outreach is not meeting.
March 29 – Taize Service at 6:00 p.m.
February 19 – Elders will meet at 7:00 p.m.
As a reminder, Council reports are due by noon on the
Wednesday prior to the Council meeting.
Board/Committee Items:
Board of Spiritual Affairs: Kathy Buffington informed the Council that the Cora Kuepker family
would like the memorial funds to be used for the
nursery, but there was question about whether we
currently have an attendant or people using the nursery. Mandy Sponholtz reported that Lydia Storm is the
current attendant. The Worship Committee will work
on clarifying and updating the instructions for communion setup and cleanup.
Board of Educational Ministries: Barb Riley
moved to hire a part-time youth coordinator of the
LCMS faith. This person would be a salaried position
of between $10,000 and $20,000 and would perform
the duties outlined in the Board’s report provided to
Council. Dudley Karstensen seconded and the motion
passed.
The Board of Educational Ministries will call a Voters’
Meeting to present and discuss this motion. The voters will need to approve the motion before the Board
will advertise the position. The Youth Committee will
review resumes and make a hiring recommendation to
the Board, who will bring it to Council for approval.
Board of ILCUSC Services: Jack Landgrebe presented the report in Tim Hetzler’s absence. There was
no written report provided. The Board believes there
is a need to improve sound quality in the sanctuary.
Mark Crabtree is trying to fix the problem by using
currently-owned equipment, but if that does not work,
the Board may choose to purchase two additional
speakers at approximately $40 each. The Board has a
list of small repairs it is working through. The parking
lot is still problematic, especially when KU students
and adjoining apartment residents park in the lot
when we have funerals (which may include overnight
parking). The Board will begin soliciting volunteers to
direct people away from the lot on funeral days.
Board of Outreach: Dudley Karstensen reported
that the Board continues to look at software for Treasurer and Office use and will call for demos next week.
The software could help identify people who are not
regularly attending so members can conduct followup.
Continues on page 4
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Continued from page 1
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part of the Christian legacy embodied by Martin Luther King Jr., here are seven questions to consider (these
questions would work for other faith traditions as well):
Does your faith encourage an active and prophetic stance towards creating justice in this world; or does
it explicitly or implicitly encourage a complacency towards inequality here on earth with the idea that faith
is more spiritual than social and that it will all work out in the afterlife?
In the midst of a mighty struggle to rid our nation of racial and economic injustice, “I have heard many ministers
say: “Those are social issues, with which the gospel has no real concern.” And I have watched many churches
commit themselves to a completely other worldly religion which makes a strange, un-Biblical distinction between
body and soul, between the sacred and the secular.” –“Letter From a Birmingham Jail”
Does your faith affirm the fundamental dignity and worth of all people and reject any claims of superiority,
either explicit or implicit, based on identities including race, religion, sexuality, gender, class, or nationality?
“I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these
truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal.” –“I Have a Dream”
Does your faith encourage critical examination of the context and deeper meanings of teachings and
scriptures; and is it open to continued revelation of eternal truths that come with new knowledge, instead
of a fundamentalism that idolizes the past?
“My days in college were very exciting ones. As stated above, my college training, especially the first two years,
brought many doubts into my mind. It was at this period that the shackles of fundamentalism were removed from
my body. This is why, when I came to Crozer, I could accept the liberal interpretation with relative ease.” –“An Autobiography of Religious Development”
Does your faith promote non-violence and believe that war is only to be used as a last choice, or not at
all? Does your faith confront and reject teaching that might cause anyone to act with violence or incite
rage or hatred towards others?
“Civilization and violence are antithetical concepts. Negroes of the United States, following the people of India,
have demonstrated that nonviolence is not sterile passivity, but a powerful moral force which makes for social
transformation.” – Acceptance speech at Nobel Peace Prize ceremony
Does your faith further interfaith cooperation and empower your ability to feel compassion for the suffering of those who are different from you and see the wider interconnected responsibility of the human family, instead of caring only about and for those in your immediate group?
“And when this happens, and when we allow freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God’s children, black men and
white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the
old Negro spiritual: Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!” – “I Have a Dream”
Does your faith promote social justice and equality as well as individual charity as both integral parts of
the Gospel?
“A true revolution of values will soon cause us to question the fairness and justice of many of our past and present
policies. On the one hand, we are called to play the Good Samaritan on life’s roadside, but that will be only an initial act. One day we must come to see that the whole Jericho Road must be transformed so that men and women
will not be constantly beaten and robbed as they make their journey on life’s highway. True compassion is more
than flinging a coin to a beggar. It comes to see that an edifice which produces beggars needs restructuring.” –
“Beyond Vietnam — A Time to Break Silence”
Is your faith grounded first and foremost in love, and do you believe that love, not dogma or judgment, is
the defining characteristic of God?
“Now there is a final reason I think that Jesus says, “Love your enemies.” It is this: that love has within it a redemptive power. And there is a power there that eventually transforms individuals. That’s why Jesus says, “Love
your enemies.” Because if you hate your enemies, you have no way to redeem and to transform your enemies.
But if you love your enemies, you will discover that at the very root of love is the power of redemption.” – “Loving
Your Enemies”
You can read the entire article by Rev. Paul Brandeis Raushenbush at https://auburnseminary.org/voices/7-ways-know-yourerev-martin-luther-king-jr-kind-christian.
Immanuel Lutheran Church & University Student Center
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COUNCIL MINUTES, continued—
Continued from page 2

review the position annually. The position would be
paid between $10,000 and $20,000, which would include required benefits. Vern Bartels seconded. Motion passed.

Old Business: Committee Chairpersons: Mandy
Sponholtz reported that there is no solid progress on
finding committee chairs yet.
Updates to Church Website: Dudley Karstensen report- Mike Grear closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer.
ed there is no progress made yet on the website.
Barb Riley moved to adjourn the meeting, and Kathy
New Business: Educational Ministries Task Force:
Buffington seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m.
Mandy Sponholtz provided a written report. Richard
Horton and Mike Grear need to be added to the volun- Respectfully submitted,
teer list provided.
Mandy Sponholtz, Vice President
Part-Time Youth Coordinator: Dudley Karstensen
moved to fund the part-time youth coordinator
through the current “new staff position” fund and to
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3rd Sunday in Lent

11:00-Faithfully Fit
Forever-AC
11:30-Blind Ministry
Committee-Rm 205

25

26

7:00-Elders-205

19

Ash Wednesday

11:00-Faithfully Fit Forever-AC
6:00-Potluck
7:00- Midweek Service
7:45-Chancel Choir Reh-M
8:00-KU Bible Study-105

27

11:00-Faithfully Fit Forever-AC
6:00-Potluck
7:00- Midweek Service
7:45-Chancel Choir Reh.-M
8:00-KU Bible Study-105

20

11:00-Faithfully Fit Forever-AC
6:00-Potluck
7:00-Midweek Service
7:45-Chancel Choir Reh.-M

13

11:00-Faithfully Fit Forever-AC
6:00-Potluck
7:00-Midweek Lenten Service
7:45-Chancel Choir Reh.-M
8:00-KU Bible Study-105

6

Wednesday

Room abbreviation S: Sanctuary / G: Gym only / AC: Gym & N. Kitchen / LL: Lower Level / Lib: Library / MR: Music Room

9:30—5th Sunday Worship
Service-S
10:30-Coffee and Fellowship-AC
11:30—Pool/Ping Pong
Play-LL

31 4th Sunday in Lent

24

7:00-Men of Immanuel-LL

11:00-Faithfully Fit
Forever-AC

18

8:30-Circuit Pastoral
Conf. –Prince of
Peace, Topeka
6:45-Close Knit
Friends-LL

11:00-Faithfully Fit
Forever-AC

17 2nd Sunday in Lent

12

6:00-Stewardship-205
7:00-Council-205

1st Sunday in Lent

10:00-Voters’ Mtg
12:30-Handbell Choir Reh.S
12:30--Educational Ministries Task Force Mtg-207

10

6:30-Property &
Grounds-Lib

5

Tuesday

11

11:00-Faithfully Fit
Forever-AC

Red Wagon/ Mite Box
Sunday
12:30--Educational Ministries Task Force Mtg-207

5:00-Fun Family Fellowship
-AC

4

Monday

3 Transfiguration of Our Lord

8:30-Worship Service
10:00-Sunday School
11:00-Worship Service
12:30-Handbell Choir Reh.-S

Every Sunday

Sunday

9:30-Bible Study-205
12:00-Quilting for
LWR-LL
11:00-Red Cross
Drive –AC
6:00-Deaf Ministry105
6:30-Signers of Faith105

28

5:30-Blind Ministry
Outreach Dinner-AC

9:30-Bible Study-205

21

6:00-Deaf Ministry105

12:00-Quilting for
LWR-LL

9:30-Bible Study-205

14

9:30-Bible study-205

7

Thursday

11:00-Faithfully
Fit Forever-AC
6:00—Taize
Worship ServiceS

29

11:00-Faithfully
Fit Forever-AC

22

11:00-Faithfully
Fit Forever-AC

Messenger
Article Due

15

11:00-Faithfully
Fit Forever-AC

8

11:00-Faithfully
Fit Forever-AC

1

Friday

8:00-Men’s Bible
Study-205

30

8:00-Men’s Bible
Study-205

23

8:00-Men’s Bible
Study-205
9:00-Justice Matters
Research meeting207

16

9:00-Justice Matters
Research meeting207, LL

8:00-Men’s Bible
Study-205

9

5:00-Dinner in the
Dark-AC

9:00-Justice Matters
Research -207

8:00-Men’s Bible
Study-205

2

Saturday

Immanuel Lutheran Church & University Student Center—CALENDAR
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Shrove Tuesday — then and now
The day before Ash Wednesday is Shrove Tuesday, sometimes called “Fat Tuesday.” Centuries
ago Christians often stuffed themselves with
food before beginning 40 days of fasting for
Lent. In those days, many Christians used up all
the food containing fat, including dairy products,
as these would spoil over the 40 days. Because
so many foods, including pancakes, used those
fat products, many churches had huge feasts. A
lot of people ate until they could hold no more
— the beginnings of all-you-can-eat dinners. Today many congregations still keep at least a
semblance of the tradition. In communities
around the world, churches serve pancakes on
Shrove Tuesday. But today the purpose is to
have Christian fellowship, not to devour everything in sight.

Church Finances January 2019
Mortgage payment

$ 2,731

Mortgage Interest

$ 360

Mortgage Principal

$ 2,371

Extra Mortgage payment

$ 1,715

Mortgage balance

$ 80,319

New Staff Fund balance

$ 90,267

Total
Yearly
Budget

Current:
January

$ 372,700

$ 29,510

$ 29,510

Building Use

$ 1,000

$ 179

$ 179

Other Income

$ 1,500

0

0

$ 80

$ 80

Budget &
Expenses
General
Offerings

New Staff
Offering
Total General
Receipts

$ 375,200

$ 29,688

$ 29,688

Total General
Expenses

$ 375,200

$ 27,238

$ 27,238

0

$ 2,451

$ 2,451

Net Income (Loss)

Think about this:

January Offerings

Total honesty with ourselves enables us to acknowledge
our spiritual failures and, therefore, enables us to own
up to our need for God’s forgiveness.
—Author unknown

A world of nice people, content in their own niceness, looking no further, turned away from God,
would be just as desperately in need of salvation as a
miserable world – and might even be more difficult to
save. —C.S. Lewis
6

Year
to Date:
Jan. 2019

Sunday:

General

Designated

Jan 6

$ 12,631

$ 159

Jan 13

$ 7,181

$ 116

Jan 20

$ 3,900

$ 343

Jan 27

$ 5,798

$ 1,583

Total

$ 29,510

$ 2,201
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SERVING IN THE LORD’S HOUSE
IN MARCH

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION—2019
Michael Grear
President
Mandy Sponholtz
Vice President
Sara Deterding
Secretary
Vern Bartels
Treasurer
Board Chairs
Amy Wilson —————— ILCUSC Services
Dudley Karstensen ——–———— Outreach
Barb Riley —–———— Educational Ministries
Kathy Buffington—–————— Spiritual Affairs

USHERS
Early / Late

The Deterding Family
Gary & Julie Crowe

GREETERS
Early / Late

The Dwyer Family
Lynn Krusemark
3
10
17
24
31*

Caryn Scott
Brian Stapleton
Dudley Karstensen
Virgil Dean
Caryn Scott

READERS
Early / Late

3
10
17
24
31*

Lisa Lahm / Carolyn Gil
Jack Landgrebe / Rev. Don Miller
Ralph Planthold / Lynn Krusemark
Scott Sponholtz / Ginny Kubota
Mandy Sponholtz

ACOLYTES

3
10
17
24
31

Macade Lewis
Jase Grady
Justin Lutz
Eli Dick
Calvin Dwyer

COMMUNION
CARE
Early / Late

3
10
17
24
31

Jan & Virgil Dean / Kathy Buffington
Jan & Virgil Dean / Kathy Buffington
Deb & Pat McCandless / Ruth Ellen & Vern Bartels
Elois & Gary Allan / Ruth Ellen & Vern Bartels
Elois & Gary Allan / Tim Hetzler

LAY CALLERS

Organizations
Cradle Roll ———–——-—–—— Beth Dwyer
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League ———–——-——————–— LWML Committee
Men of Immanuel Lutheran Church—-——–—
——————–—–————- Marvin Bredehoft
Elders
Kathy Buffington
Eloise Kerbs
Kelly Rector

Death:

Ralph Planthold
Rick Lucas

Parochial Report for
February 2019

Juanita Gerhardt

Church Office Hours
Monday through Thursday
9:30 a.m.— 4:30 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. — 12 p.m.

Invitation to Organ Recital
by Liz Kundin
Liz Kundin has been a student of organist Dr. Sharon Hettinger for the past four
years. The Immanuel Lutheran community is invited to her organ recital on Saturday, March 16, 3:00 p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church (1011 Vermont St.) . Works
presented will include compositions by
Bach, Buxtehude and Franck, as well as
by several modern composers. A reception will follow. Note that Trinity Episcopal Church does not have a parking lot,
so allow enough time to find parking on
the street or in one of the downtown
lots.

BIRTHDAYS:
Cason Dick
Linda Lucas
Cristi Hansen
Nicholas Maloun
Donna Kuhlman
Carolyn Landgrebe
Eric Studley
Brian Klahr
Deborah Klahr
April Parfitt
Aaron Williams
Jovea Wood
Anita Burkhalter
Samantha Landgrebe
Brian Kubota
Jackie Rector
Tim Hetzler
Christine Mennicke
Morgan Crabtree

1
2
2
2
5
5
5
6
8
9
10
10
11
12
16
16
17
18
20
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Elise Hossler
Lauren Laubsch
Scott O'Neal
Brealynn May
Dean Maples
Jennifer Nigro
Jeffrey Kubota

20
21
23
24
24
25
27

ANNIVERSARIES:
Alex & Julia Rose-Weston
Steve & Maria Pope
Mike & Beth Maloun
Jack & April Parfitt
Joe & Suzy Jach

11
18
20
21
22
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“Every Servant a Loving Messenger”

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
OPPORTUNITY QUILT
The ladies who make LWR quilts have collaborated to make this year's king-size opportunity
quilt, beautifully pieced with Christmas fabrics, and professionally quilted.
The drawing will be held on LWML Sunday, the
first Sunday in October.
Tickets are available for $1 each, or 6 tickets for
$5. Please see Kristie Rock, Sunnie Planthold,
or Sharon Hettinger for tickets. The proceeds go
toward supplies for LWR quilts.
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