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I found the following blog very interesting. While the blog doesn’t
offer solutions to the issue of declining church attendance in our
society, it does spell out clearly specific cultural changes.
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10 Reasons Even Committed
Church Attenders Are Attending
Church Less Often
By Carey Nieuwhof
It comes up in a surprising number of conversations these
days. And no one’s quite sure how to respond to it.
The issue? Even committed church attenders are attending
church less often.
Sure, the trend has been happening for years (gone are the
days when people attended 50 out of 52 Sundays), but the
issue is reaching a tipping point in the church today.
I first wrote about this two years ago in a post called 7 Ways
to Respond as People Attend Church Less Often (https://
careynieuwhof.com/7-ways-to-respond-as-people-attendchurch-less-often). In the last 24 months, the conversation
has come up far more often and, to many leaders, feels
much more urgent.
So why all this attention?
· This trend isn’t going away…in fact (as the podcasts will
show) it’s accelerating,
· It impacts almost every church regardless of size, denomination or even location.
· It probably marks a seismic shift in how the church will do
ministry in the future.
Of course, church attendance is never the goal. But attendance is a sign of something deeper that every church leader
is going to have to wrestle with over the next few years.
The first key to addressing what’s happening is to understand what’s happening.
So…why are even committed attenders attending less often?
There are at least 10 reasons.
Continued on page 3
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Council Meeting Minutes—Immanuel Lutheran Church & University Student Center
* Not approved by Church Council
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Council Meeting

Date: October 8, 2018

Start time: 6:30 p.m. End time: 8:40 p.m.
Present: Pastor Randy Weinkauf, Tammie George, Vern
Bartels, Tim Hetzler, Sara Deterding, Dudley Karstensen
Absent: Michael Grear, Barb Riley
Visitors: None
Call to Order: Council President Tammie George called
the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Approval of Minutes: The minutes from September 10,
2018, were presented for approval. A motion was made by
Dudley Karstensen to accept the minutes as presented and
seconded by Tim Hetzler. The motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s report was presented by Vern Bartels. September was a five-Sunday month
and offerings exceeded the monthly budget projection and
expenses were less than budget. The mortgage maturity
date is currently December 28, 2021. However, if the extra payments of approximately $1,567 per month continue,
this will pay off the mortgage in September of 2020. A
motion was made by Tim Hetzler and seconded by Dudley
Karstensen to accept the Treasurer’s report as written. The
motion carried.
Statistical/Parochial Report: Pastor Randy presented the
reports for review. Current YTD attendance is down from
last year.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Randy provided an update on his
duties performed during the month of September including
worship services, Bible study, pastoral visits, meetings
attended, Campus Ministry, remaining vacation time and
update on Nancy’s health.
Calendar:
October – no changes
November – (18) 10 a.m. Voters Meeting
(21 or 22) Thanksgiving Service TBD

Board of ILCUSC Services: Tammie George presented
the report on behalf of ILCUSC Services, providing updates including parking lot maintenance, church signage,
and landscaping.
Board of Outreach: Dudley Karstensen provided a recap
on the Safety Awareness class that was offered on Saturday, October 6, from 9 a.m. -12 p.m.
Dudley also indicated that the committee would like to
offer a scholarship for campus students who might be interested in attending “Witness,” a biennial conference for
LCMS Campus Ministry in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, on January 2-5, 2019.
Old Business:
Budget 2019 – Tammie presented the proposed 2019
budget for ILCUSC. A motion was made by Dudley
Karstensen to accept the proposed budget and seconded by
Sara Deterding. The motion carried.
Nomination Committee – Council has identified the positions that still need to be filled by the end of 2018. At this
time those positions include: Vice-President, two Elders,
Board of Educational Ministries Chair and Board of ILCUSC Services Chair.
October Discussion Forum – Tammie led the discussion
regarding a recap of the October 6 forum.
New Business:
November Voter’s Meeting – A motion was made by Tim
Hetzler to hold the November Voters’ meeting on November 18 at 10:00 a.m. between services. Vern Bartels seconded and the motion carried.
5th-Sunday Potluck – A motion was made by Dudley
Karstensen to cancel the 5th-Sunday Potluck in December.
Vern Bartels seconded and the motion carried.
Nursery – Discussion of what committee the nursery falls
under was determined to be the Worship Committee.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sara Deterding, Secretary

Board Committee Items:
Board of Spiritual Affairs: Tim Hetzler indicated nothing new to report.
Board of Educational Ministries: Interim chair, Sara
Deterding, indicated planning for the next National Youth
Gathering (July 2019) is underway with seven youth registered and two adult volunteer chaperones.
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Continued from page 1

1. GREATER AFFLUENCE
Money gives people options.
If your church is at all engaging the middle class,
the upper middle class, or a suburban demographic, an interesting trend is developing. The middle
class is shrinking, but) as this New York Times report shows (https://www.nytimes.com/

Church Finances September 2018
Mortgage payment

$ 2,731

Mortgage Interest

$ 441

Mortgage Principal

$ 2,290

Extra Mortgage payment

$ 950

Mortgage balance

$ 95,276

New Staff Fund balance

$ 85,526

interactive/2015/01/25/upshot/shrinking-middleclass.html?_r=0&abt=0002&abg=1) it’s shrinking (in

part) because more of the middle class is becoming upper class. Both US and Canadian personal
disposable incomes are at all-time highs.

There are simply more affluent people than there
were decades ago, which may in part explain why
so many “average’ people indulge their obsessions
with granite counter tops, designer homes and decent cars, even without being mega-wealthy.
Naturally, this leaves a huge theological void
about ministry to and with the poor, but it helps
explain what’s actually happening in the suburbs and increasingly with the re-urbanization
of many cities as the affluent move back
downtown. Please…I’m not arguing
things should be this way. I’m simply showing
that this seems to be what’s happening.
And again…people with money have options. Technology options. Travel options. Options for their
kids. And, arguably, that affluence may be one of
the factors moving them further away from a committed engagement to the mission of the local
church. It’s perhaps fueling some of the reasons outlined below.
https://careynieuwhof.com/10-reasons-even-committedchurch-attenders-attending-less-often (accessed October 24,
2018).

Over the next few months, as I list Nieuwhof’s ten reasons why
people are attending church less often, please understand that I am
not pointing an accusing finger. My generation (the baby boomers, those born between the mid-1940s and the early 1960s)
thought and acted differently than my parents’ generation (the
silent generation). My children, part of Generation X, think and
act in a different way than I do. Different does not necessarily
mean better than or worse—only different.
I do hope that Nieuwhof’s blog causes us to look more closely at
ourselves, our attitudes toward and our preconceived notions
about others, and our actions. Perhaps, as we understand ourselves
better, we then can communicate more clearly and compassionately with others.
In Immanuel’s service,

Year
to Date:
Sept
2018

Budget &
Expenses

Total
Yearly
Budget

General
Offerings

$395,162

Building Use

$ 1,000

$0

$ 775

Other Income

$ 6,000

$0

$ 328

$800

$9,265

New Staff
Offering

Current:
Sept

$33,336 $279,365

Total General
Receipts

$33,336 $280,468

Total General
Expenses

$29,929 $282,023

2017 Payment

$5,885

Net Income
(Loss)

$3,407

($1,555)

September Offerings
Sunday:

General

Designated

Sept. 2

$ 6,790

$ 204

Sept. 9

$ 6,565

$ 175

Sept. 16

$ 7,765

$ 793

Sept. 23

$ 5,042

$ 437

Sept. 30

$ 7,174

$ 120

Total

$ 33,336

$ 1,729

/Pastor Randy/
Rev. Randall L. Weinkauf
Immanuel Lutheran Church & University Student Center
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Stewardship @

Immanuel Lutheran Church & University Student Center

gifts happen. Gifts to
our family, our
STEWARDSHIP OF TIME &
church, our commuTALENTS
nity, and our God. I
Testimony by Mark Crabtree
think that’s the reaGifts of the Heart is our theme son our Time & Talent sheet
expands every year. The list of
for this year’s Time & Talents.
Giving of our Time & Talents is opportunities grows because
our members’ hearts are called
giving back to God and it’s cyclical when you think about it. by God, guided by the needs
and desires in our family, our
It’s very much heartwork bechurch and our community and
cause God first gave to us his
Son and a big part of our giving the results are seen in the myrback is our Time & Talents. In iad of ways you can give back
to God.
our first stewardship message
Cristi Hansen said, “Members
So as you look at the Time &
are the heart of our church and Talents sheet this year, ask
the heart of our members
how you could be one of many
guides our mission.” I ask our
hands that make light work
youth, “Why do you give of your and one of the many hearts
time?” And many times they
that give back Gifts of the Heart
say, “Mom told me to.” I laugh
to make our families, our
at that, but it’s absolutely true. church and our community an
Parents are guiding children to awesome place to spread
have Christian values. Parents Christ’s love.
want their children to have a
solid Christian foundation and
STEWARDSHIP THROUGH
that foundation is rich with giving of our Time & Talents. It is PLEDGING
at the heart of our church. God Testimony by Ann Hossler
is shaping all of us to use our
A few years ago, right before we
Time & Talents toward that
moved to Lawrence, we attendwhich is important to us; our
ed a Bible study called faith
families, our church, and our
and finance at our church in
community.
Miami. One of the questions
Our Time & Talent sheet is a
asked was to think back 10
great reflection of those interyears and most likely our inests that God guides us toward. come had doubled since then.
Giving Time & Talents to me is Tim leaned over and whispered
sweat equity. It’s the act of inthat our income was half of
vesting your heart into God’s
what it was 10 years before.
work. In our youth group we
When we lived in New York, we
talk about many hands make
had two moderate incomes and
light work, and when we all
no children so tithing was easy.
jump in, the load on anyone
In fact sometimes it was so easy
person is light and when we all
that we challenged ourselves to
invest in God’s work, awesome
4

give more. We feel that if we
didn’t notice the difference in
our own finances we probably
weren’t doing enough!
Currently our lives are different ... we wanted children and
to live closer to our families.
Now our income is less and our
expenses more, but we still believe we need to tithe. Sometimes, it’s a little challenging
when I think about what that
money could do for our family,
but we both recognize that tithing is just one way to recognize
God’s abundance in our lives.
And to acknowledge that if we
truly believe everything comes
from God we need to be able to
give it back to him in a noticeable way.
We have our weekly tithe sent
directly from our bank account
to the church – just like auto
bill pay. I don’t think I would
remember to bring cash or
write a check every Sunday.
This way whether we’re here or
not, we are still giving from
God’s abundance. The disadvantage is our children don’t
see us put our offering into the
offering plate each week, but we
have conversations with them
about how much we give and
why we give.
Tim and I think that giving of
our resources is only one small
way to recognize God‘s hand in
our lives, and that includes
both our financial resources
and our time.
In fact, I think giving of my time
and my money has to be a little
uncomfortable. Slipping spare
change into the offering plate or
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Immanuel Lutheran Church & University Student Center — Stewardship, continued
doing some a small volunteer
activity here and there that
doesn’t impact my life doesn’t
seem like obedience to God‘s
commands to me.

ficer position), or sharing your
talents, like singing. We all
need to think how we can serve
the Lord. He has blessed us
with our gifts. We simply need
If we think about the inconven- to use them to serve him.
ience that Jesus suffered and
When you are involved with
God endured for each one of us, your church, you feel the love
pushing out of our comfort zone of your Lord and love from your
seems like a small way to
Christian friends. Both Karyn
acknowledge and thank God for and I have felt God’s true love,
his goodness.
when 12 years ago we were told
that Karyn had inflammatory
breast cancer. They wanted us
STEWARDSHIP IN ESTATE
to start chemotherapy Friday—
PLANNING
the next day. We were both in
Testimony by Marvin E.
shock. How could this be?
Bredehoft
We could not think of anyone
Good morning, my name is
with cancer in the family. It was
Marvin E. Bredehoft and I have three days before Easter and we
been a member of this church
were supposed to sing the Halsince 1966 when it was Univer- lelujah chorus in church on
sity Lutheran. Back then the
Easter Sunday. We decided to
altar was in the middle of the
ask the pastor for prayers on
sanctuary, setting north and
Sunday morning and still sing.
south. The congregation was
Walking out of the hospital afon three sides facing the altar.
ter that meeting, another memWe would serve communion on
ber of this congregation stopped
all sides. The large wooden
us and told us that she would
cross and the baptismal font
walk with us through the uphave always been in their precoming surgery and future
sent places. Karyn and I have
treatment. The Lord had to put
raised our family in this congrethat angel in front of us who
gation. Our children were both
helped us with food and supbaptized here by Pastor Mark
port for two-and-one-half
Hoelter.
months. Today as we continue
I am very pleased to stand beour fight against the cancer, we
fore you this morning and talk feel the love of our Lord and
about stewardship, and espethis congregation through praycially estate planning. Stewer. The many cards sent to us
ardship, to me, is the careful
and the individuals who talk to
and responsible management of us each Sunday lifts both of us.
gifts with which each of us has
When our church family is so
been blessed. These gifts can be
important, we need to consider
financial, (giving faithfully),
it in our estate planning.
leadership, (as accepting an ofMany of us do not have an es-

tate plan and I am one of those.
As a Christian, I know that I
am not the owner of material
assets, but simply a caretaker
of the Lord’s assets. With this
in mind, planning an estate to
pass resources on in a way that
honors God and furthers his
work is clearly a believer’s responsibility.
When a loved one passes away,
memorials are a good way to
show our love. These gifts have
been used, for example, to help
pay for new carpeting in the
hallways, the nursery, and one
classroom. Special trees have
been added to our landscape
dedicated in memory of a congregational member. Memorials are a great blessing to our
church.
There are many ways to set up
an estate plan. There are do-ityourself kits, Thrivent financial
planners, and LCMS people
who can help. Think about
what you love best about our
church and how you can support it.
An estate gift is taking care of
our second home and providing
for our church family. Within
the walls of this church, we all
find home with God. We find
our friends and support each
other. God has entrusted us to
be the caretakers.
May the Lord bless you all this
day, In his name, Amen
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Calendar — Immanuel Lutheran Church & University Student Center

Sunday

Monday

General Election- Nov 6
Family Promise Week- Nov 18-25

Tuesday

Wednesday

Sunday Worship Service Schedule
8:30 a.m. Worship Service with Communion
9:45 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Bible Classes
11:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion

7

1

Thursday

Council Reports

9:30—Bible Study-205
1:00—Jeff Geske,
Thrivent Rep.-Lib
4:30—Basketball practice-G
6:15—Basketball practice-G
8

3

Saturday
2

Friday

11:00—Faithfully
Fit Forever-AC

8:00—Men’s Bible
Study-205
9:00—LWML
Bazaar-AC

12:00—LWML Bazaar Setup-AC

5:30—Non-church
Event-LL

10

6

9

5

8:00—Men’s Bible
Study-205

4 All Saints Day

11:00—Faithfully
Fit Forever-AC

Due

17

9:30—Bible Study-205
12:00--Quilting-LL
5:30—Ministry to Blind
Dinner-AC
6:00—Deaf Ministry105
7:00—Family Promise
Planning Mtg-207

16

11:00-–Faithfully Fit
Forever-AC

7:45—Choir RehearsalM
8:00—KU Student Bible
Study-105

15

General Election—6:00AM8:00PM-AC
6:30-Property &
Grounds-Lib

14

8:00—Men’s Bible
Study-205

13

11:00—Faithfully
Fit Forever-AC

8:00—Pastoral
Circuit meeting

1:00—Jeff Geske,
Thrivent Rep.-lib
6:15—Basketball practice-G

Thanksgiving

30

8:00—Men’s Bible
Study-205

24

9:30—Bible Study-205

6:15—Basketball
practice-G

11:00—Faithfully Fit
Forever-AC
6:15—Basketball practice-G
6:45—Close Knit
Friends-LL
7:45—Choir RehearsalM
8:00—KU Student Bible
Study-105

22

23 Day a.
Thanksgiving

29

Church offices closed

28

11:00—Faithfully
Fit Forever-AC

Church offices
closed

11:00-–Faithfully Fit
Forever-AC

7:00—Thanksgiving
Worship Service

11:00-–Faithfully Fit
Forever-AC

21

11:00—Faithfully
Fit ForeverAC11:00—

12
11:00—Faithfully
Fit Forever-AC
5:30—
Stewardship-Lib
6:30—Council205
7:00—Veterans
Chili Feed-AC

19
11:00—Faithfully
Fit Forever-AC
5:00—Worship
Cmte-205
6:00—Outreach205
6:30—Elders-205
7:00—Men of
Immanuel-LL

6:15—Basketball
practice-G

27

20

Red Wagon Sunday
Mite Box Sunday
8:30—Worship Service
9:45—Sunday School
11:00—Worship Service
12:30—Handbell Choir
Reh.-S
5:00—Fun Family Fellowship—AC
11 25th S.a. Pentecost
8:30—Worship Service
9:45—Sunday School
11:00—Worship Service
12:30—Handbell Choir
Reh.-S

18 26th S.a. Pentecost
8:30—Worship Service
9:45—Sunday School
11:00—Worship Service
12:30—Handbell Choir
Reh.-S
Family Promise begins
25 Last Sunday o. Year

26
11:00—Faithfully
Fit Forever-AC
11:30—Ministry
to Blind Cmte205

9:30—Bible Study-205
6:00—Deaf Ministry105
6:15—Basketball practice-G
6:30—Signers of Faith105
7:45—Choir RehearsalM
8:00—KU Student Bible
Study-10

Immanuel Lutheran Church & University Student Center
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8:30—Worship Service
9:45—Sunday School
11:00—Worship Service
12:30—Handbell Choir
Reh.-S
Family Promise ends

For more detail see Immanuel Lutheran Church’s online calendar: http://immanuellawrence.org/calendar.html

SERVING IN THE LORD’S HOUSE
IN NOVEMBER

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION—
2018
Tammie George
President

USHERS
Early —
Late —

Michael Grear
Vice President
Sara Deterding
Secretary

GREETERS
Early —
Late —

Vern Bartels
Treasurer
Board Chairs
Vacant —————————ILCUSC Services
Dudley Karstensen --——–————Outreach
Vacant —–—------------ Educational Ministries
Barb Riley/ Tim Hetzler —— Spiritual Affairs
Organizations
Cradle Roll ———–——-—–—— Beth Dwyer
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League ———–——-——————–— LWML Committee
Men of Immanuel Lutheran Church—-——–—
——————–—–————- Marvin Bredehoft

LAY CALLERS

READERS
Early / Late

ACOLYTES

Elders
Barb Riley
Kathy Buffington
Rick Lucas

Eloise Kerbs
Tim Hetzler
Kelly Rector

COMMUNION
CARE
Early / Late

Herb & Tammie George / Pat & Debra McCandless

The Stapleton Family
Lynn Krusemark
4
11
18
25

Virgil Dean
Caryn Scott
Brian Stapleton
Dudley Karstensen

4
11
18
25

Sara Deterding / Ruth Ellen Bartels
Ralph Planthold / Ginny Kubota
Barb Riley / Carolyn Gil
Barb Riley / Denise Koch

4
11
18
25

Eli Dick
Macade Lewis
Oliver Dwyer
Tyler Deterding

4
11
18
25

Amy Wilson / Jackie & Kelly Rector
Amy Wilson / Jackie & Kelly Rector
Deb & Pat McCandless / Tim Hetzler
Deb & Pat McCandless / Tim Hetzler

Parochial Report for October
2018

Transfer In —Taylor Needham
Death— Vera Cole

BIRTHDAYS
Lisa Lahm

The Lutheran World Relief
Quilters Opportunity Quilt
winner is Suzi Anderson.

The LWR
Quilters
would like
to thank everyone who purchased tickets, as
the funds pay for the supplies we need to create the LWR quilts.

1

Mark Wilson

23

Jamel Sandidge

2

Oliver Dwyer

23

Joel Thaemert
Logan Masenthin

3
3

Tyler Cook

23

Mike Glasnapp

4

Sandra Flachsbarth
Elvira Angeletti

24
25

Aris Grady

6

Moriah Kruzel

27

Fred Lehman
Pat Theno

7
8

Jacob Bartuccio

28

AndrewCollmeyer

29

Eva Baker

9

Lowell Buffington

12

Lance Flachsbarth
Lois Capps

13
13

Ryan Walter

13

Ingrid McMahon

14

Orval Engling
Samuel Stapleton

14
16

Sharon Hettinger

16

Amy Wilson

18

Martha Preboth

19

Ashley Sponholtz
Benjamin Wilson

21
21
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ANNIVERSARIES
Don & Linda Herbel

1

Kyle & Sara Deterding

6

Tom & Michele Knight

24

7
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“Every Servant a Loving Messenger”

MEN OF IMMANUEL
present a

VETERANS CHILI FEED
Monday, Nov. 12, 7:00 p.m.
The Men of Immanuel invite all veterans and
family members to join together for a special
Veterans Day celebration.
We will serve several varieties of chili as well
as a vegetable soup, followed by a variety of
pies.
Everyone is invited, so please sign up in the
book in the narthex by November 6 so the
amount of food may be planned.

We hope to see you there.

Fall Bake Sale and Craft Bazaar
Saturday, November 4, 9 am to 1 pm
It's time to Bake, Make & Create! Get out your knitting
needles, crochet hooks, hot glue guns and favorite recipes! Anyone and everyone in the congregation is welcome to donate homemade crafts, and baked or canned
goods. Cinnamon rolls, pies, soups, and cookies are
favorites!
— Please deliver your items to the Activity Center between 2 pm and 4 pm, Friday, November 3, or drop off
your baked good by 8:30 am, Saturday, November 4th.
— Helpers are needed on Friday for setup and the day
of the Bazaar. Sign up today! See signup sheet in volunteer notebook under the “LWML Fall Bazaar!” tab.
— Contact an LWML Board member with any questions: Jeanne Bronoski, Deb McCandless, Amy Wilson, or Kristie Rock. LWML thanks you for your support!

Funded thru a Thrivent Action Team
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