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INTRODUCTION 
At harvest time we join the psalmist in offering thanksgiving to God: “You crown the year with your goodness, and 
your paths overflow with plenty.” We are grateful for the abundance of the good things of God’s creation. Paul 
reminds us that our thanksgiving overflows into generosity. As the body of Christ in the world, we give ourselves 
away as bread for the hungry. 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

GATHERING HYMN 

 Hymn 809      “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 
 

 GATHERING  
 
Stand, as you are able. 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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CONFESSION 
P: “If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, 

C: Lord, who could stand? 
P: But with you there is forgiveness, 

C: so that we can, with reverence, serve you” (Psalm 130:3-4 NIV). 
  

P: One with the communion of saints in all times and places, let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P: O God, our merciful redeemer,  

C: we confess the ways we live only for ourselves. We fail to see you in our neigh-bor’s face. We turn our 

ears from voices that cry out. We pass by the hungry and the oppressed. In your great mercy, forgive our 

sin and strengthen us for service to all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the work of your 
Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, 



  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
Sit 
 

 WORD  
 

FIRST READING—Deuteronomy 8:7–18 
Times of abundance tempt us to forget the Lord and rely on our own power and resources. But the Lord is the one who took Israel out 
of Egypt, led and fed them in the wilderness, brought them into the land, and gave them power to be productive. To thank this  God is 
to remember and proclaim God's deeds. 

 
For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams, with springs and underground 
waters welling up in valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of 
olive trees and honey, a land where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose 
stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine copper. You shall eat your fill and bless the LORD your God for 
the good land that he has given you.  
 Take care that you do not forget the LORD your God, by failing to keep his command-ments, his ordinances, and 
his statutes, which I am commanding you today. When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live 
in them, and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you 
have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland with 
poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, and fed you in the wilderness with 
manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good. Do not say 
to yourself, “My power and the might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth.” But remember the LORD your 
God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your 
ancestors, as he is doing today.  
 
P: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING—2 Corinthians 9:6–15 
Christian fellowship involves sharing with those in need. Here Paul is gathering a collection for the church in Jerusalem from all the 
Gentile churches he helped found. We can be extravagant in our giving because God is extravagant, not stingy, in providing for our 
lives. 

 
 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always 
having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. As it is written,  
 “He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor;  
  his righteousness endures forever.”  
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase 
the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce 
thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also 
overflows with many thanksgivings to God. Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to 
the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, while they 
long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given you. Thanks be to God for 
his indescribable gift! 
 

P: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand, as you are able. 

 

 

 



  

GOSPEL—Luke 17:11-19 
A Samaritan leper becomes a model for thanksgiving. He does not take for granted the kindness shown to him, but takes time to thank 
Jesus and glorify God. 

 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered a 

village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on 
us!” When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were 
made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He 
prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten 
made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except 
this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.” 
 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

 Hymn 785      “We Praise You, O God” 
 
Stand, as you are able. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
P: God has made us God’s people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess 
our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. 

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven, 

  and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

  From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life ☩ everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Welcoming God’s reign of righteousness and mercy, let us pray with people of every time and place. 
 

 After each petition: 
  P: Lord, in your mercy, 

  C: hear our prayer. 



 

 

 

  

 The prayers conclude: 
 

P: Receive these prayers and the hopes and concerns of our hearts, O God, as we entrust into your loving care all 
for whom we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
Sit 

 

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

RECEIVING OF OFFERINGS 
All offerings for Thanksgiving Eve will be forwarded to Lutheran World Relief, unless you designate on your 
Thanksgiving envelope or on the memo line of your check that your offering should be directed to Immanuel or a 
different ministry. 

 

 

GATHERING OF ATTENDANCE SHEETS 
(All members, visitors, and guests are asked to sign the red Record of Fellowship and return it to the end of the 
row.) 

 

Stand, as you are able. 
 

HYMN 

 Hymn 956      “Create in Me” 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
P: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, 

for by your Word you made all things: 
you spoke light into darkness, 
called forth beauty from chaos, 
and brought life into being. 
For your Word of life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 
P: By your Word you called your people Israel 

to tell of your wonderful gifts: 
freedom from captivity, 
water on the desert journey, 
a pathway home from exile, 
wisdom for life with you. 
For your Word of life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 
P: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, 

you speak to us and call us to witness: 
forgiveness through the cross, 
life to those entombed by death, 
the way of your self-giving love. 
For your Word of life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 
P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; 

rekindle your gifts within us: 
renew our faith, increase our hope, 
and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. 
Faithful to your Word, O God, 
draw near to all who call on you; 



 

 

 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory forever. 

C: Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 SENDING  
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you 
  and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor 

  and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN 

 Hymn 895      “Now Thank We All Our God” 
 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POST-SERVICE MUSIC 
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