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We Warmly Welcome You  
to Our Worship Services: 

We welcome all visitors and pray that our wor-
ship will provide an opportunity for you to expe-
rience God’s love.  We invite you to return and 
share in our mission and ministry for our Savior. 

Attendance Registration Books: 
Please fill out the attendance registration book 
found in the hymnal holders on the backs of the 
pews and chairs.  Print neatly using complete 
name and address.  Pass it down your row; 
after everyone has filled it out, return it to the 
center isle to be collected by the ushers. 

Holy Communion: 
We proclaim that the body and blood of 
Christ are present with the bread and wine 
in the Sacrament for the forgiveness of sins 
and recommitment of our lives. Those able 
to examine themselves, accept Jesus as 
their Savior, confess their sins, and 
acknowledge his true presence in the Sacra-
ment are welcome to partake.  Holy Com-
munion is offered with both common and indi-
vidual cups. If you  desire the common cup, 
wait for the server to bring it. The common cup 
is filled with wine. The individual cups also have 
wine, except for the inner ring of cups in the 
serving tray, which hold white grape juice. Glu-
ten-free wafers are available. Be sure to ask as 
you are being served. If you have questions, 
please speak to the Pastor. If you would like 
assistance to the altar during communion, 
speak to an usher.  

Fellowship Between Services: 
Please join us for refreshments and socializing 
in the Activity Center. Thank you! 
 

 

Nursery and Infant Care Rooms: 
Nursery care is available for children under four 
years of age from 8:15am – 12:15pm.  Both the 
nursery and infant care are in Room 218.  Addi-
tional changing tables are available on the 
sanctuary level in the family and men’s re-
strooms, in the women’s restroom located in 
the lower level, and women’s restroom on the 
same floor as the Activity Center. 
. 

Sunday School: 
Visitors: If you are visiting today and your child 
would like to attend Sunday school, please 
bring the child to Rooms 214 and 215, east of 
the sanctuary where they will be directed to the 
appropriate classroom.   

Special Needs: 
Visual:  Large print service 
folders services are available.  
Hearing:  Hand-held amplification receivers 
with ear pieces are available at the usher's ta-
ble.  Deaf and Hard of Hearing attendees of the 
early service are encouraged to follow the 
American Sign Language (ASL) translation of 
the liturgy as provided by volunteers of the 
parish's Deaf Ministry. 
Mobility:  Spaces in the center aisle next to the 
short pews in the sanctuary are reserved for 
wheeled devices  One space immediately next 
to the wheeled device is reserved for family/
friend.  In addition, two wheelchairs are availa-
ble for use in the building.  One is  located on 
first floor of the west accessible entrance near 
the elevator; the second is located in the coat 
rack of the narthex near the sanctuary. 
 

Pastor: Rev. Randall L. Weinkauf  
Worship Services at 8:30AM & 11:00AM 

Sunday School & Bible Classes (all ages) at 9:45AM 
5th Sundays: 9:30 AM service/11 AM Potluck   

   
Our Mission:   To share God’s love in Jesus Christ by word and deed. 

Please ask an usher to assist you if needed. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Three weeks ago we heard John’s gospel’s version of Peter’s confession of faith. This week 
we hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling 
block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scan-
dal has to do with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stum-
bles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of “messiah”) in Mark only on 
the way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross. 
 
Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, died around 258 
Cyprian served as a bishop during a time of great persecution of Christians. He insisted on 
receiving back those who had left the faith under duress. He also provided medical care 
during a severe epidemic. 
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
GATHERING HYMN 
 “Oh, Praise the Gracious Power”  
  [Tune: St. Thomas, LSB 814] 

  
Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945, copyright © 1986 Oxford University Press, Inc. All rights reserved. Re-
printed under OneLicense.net #A-717236. 
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-1776. Public domain. 
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GATHERING 
 
Stand, as you are able. 
 
INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
We begin our worship around the word “ACTS.” 
 Adoration 
  Confession 
   Thanksgiving 
    Supplication 
 
ADORATION—Psalm 116:1-9 
P: I love the Lord, because he has heard 
C: my voice and my supplications. 
P: Because he inclined his ear to me, 
C: therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
P: The snares of death encompassed me; 
C: the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 
  I suffered distress and anguish. 
P: Then I called on the name of the Lord: 
C: “O Lord, I pray, save my life!” 
 
P: Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 
C: our God is merciful. 
P: The Lord protects the simple; 
C: when I was brought low, he saved me. 
P: Return, O my soul, to your rest, 
C: for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. 
 
P: For you have delivered my soul from death, 
C: my eyes from tears, 
     my feet from stumbling. 
P: I walk before the Lord 
C: in the land of the living. 
 
CONFESSION  
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING 
 “Oh, Praise the Gracious Power”  
  [Tune: St. Thomas, LSB 814] 

PRAYERS OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray: O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by 
the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may 
turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
P: Gracious God, in every age you have sent men and women who have given their lives in 
witness to your love and truth. Inspire us with the memory of Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, 
martyr, whose faithfulness led to the way of the cross, and give us courage to bear full wit-
ness with our lives to your Son’s victory over sin and death, for he lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Sit 
 

WORD 
 
FIRST READING—Isaiah 50:4-9a  

Please see the back page of this worship folder. 
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading de-
scribes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant 
does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love. 
 
After the reading: 
A: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

6  Oh, praise the pow’r, the truth, 
the love, the word, the tide. 
Yet more than these, oh, praise their source,  
praise Christ the crucified. 

7   Oh, praise the living Christ 
     with faith’s bright songful voice! 
     Announce the Gospel to the world 
     and with these words rejoice. 
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CHORAL ANTHEM (8:30 a.m. worship service only) 
 “Luther’s Morning Prayer”—words Martin Luther, 1483-1546; paraphrase by Carl Schalk  
               —music by Carl Schalk 
 
SECOND READING—James 3:1-12 
 Please see the back page of this worship folder. 
This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to and about others 
can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith. 
 
After the reading: 
A: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand, as you are able. 

 
GOSPEL—Mark 8:27-38 
    Please see the back page of this worship folder. 
This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first hu-
man being in the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he 
cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus 
issues a strong challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the cross. 
 
Before the reading: 
P:   The holy gospel according to Mark. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

After the reading: 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
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Words: John L. Bell, b. 1949, copyright © 1987, GIA/Iona Community/WGRG. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-717236. 
 
Stand, as you are able. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
P: God has made us God’s people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 
and hope, we confess our faith. 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth. 
 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven 
  and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life ☩ everlasting.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in 
need, and all of God’s beloved creation. 
  
 After each petition: 
   
  P:  Lord, in your mercy, 
  C:  hear our prayer. 
 
 The prayers conclude: 
 
P: Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 
C: Amen. 
 
Sit 
 
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY 
 
RECEIVING OF OFFERINGS 
 
GATHERING OF ATTENDANCE SHEETS 

(All members, visitors, and guests are asked to sign the red Record of Fellowship and 
return it to the end of the row.) 
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Stand, as you are able. 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray. God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life 
and our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will 
heal the whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. 
C: Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 
PREFACE 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage and all martyrs, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my ☩ body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my ☩ blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread,  and make us one with you. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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Sit 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 Hymn 628      “Your Table I Approach” 
 Hymn 837      “Lift High the Cross” 
 Hymn 696      “O God, My Faithful God” 
 
Stand, as you are able. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Let us pray. Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form 
us to be humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and in our 
witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. 
C: Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you 
  and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor 
  and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Sound the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POST-SERVICE MUSIC 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:   
· From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44406. 
· New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apocrypha, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Educa-
tion of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. 
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COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 
September 16—Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, died around 258 
  
Cyprian worked for the unity of the church and cared for his flock in North 
Africa during a time of great persecution. During Cyprian’s time as bishop 
many people had denied the faith under duress. In contrast to some who 
held the belief that the church should not receive these people back, Cypri-
an believed they should be welcomed into full communion after a period of 
penance. He insisted on the need for compassion in order to preserve the 
unity of the church. His essay On the Unity of the Catholic Church stressed 
the role of bishops in guaranteeing the visible, concrete unity of the church. 
Cyprian was also concerned for the physical wellbeing of the people under 
his care. He  organized  a  program  of  medical  care  for  the  sick during 

a severe epidemic in Carthage. 
 
September 17—Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen , died 1179 
Hildegard lived virtually her entire life in convents, yet was widely influen-
tial within the church. After an uneventful time as a nun, she was chosen 
as abbess of her community. She reformed her community as well as 
other convents. Around the same time, she began having visions and 
compiled them, as instructed, in a book she called Scivias. Hildegard’s 
importance went beyond mysticism. She advised and reproved kings and 
popes, wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises in medicine, the-
ology, and natural history. She was also a musician and an artist. 
 

September 18—Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, died 1961 
Dag Hammarskjöld (HAH-mar-sheld) was a Swedish diplomat and humani-
tarian who served as the secretary general of the United Nations. He was 
killed in a plane crash on this day in 1961, in what is now Zambia, while he 
was on his way to negotiate a cease-fire between the United Nations and the 
Katanga forces. For years Hammarskjöld had kept a private journal, and it 
was not until that journal was published as Markings that the depth of his 
Christian faith was known. The book revealed that his life was a combination 
of diplomatic service and personal spirituality, and of contemplation on the 
meaning of Christ in his life and action in the world. 
 

 
September 21—Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist  
Matthew (“Levi” in the gospels of Mark and Luke) was a tax collector for 
the Roman government in Capernaum. Tax collectors were distrusted 
because they were dishonest and worked as agents for a foreign ruler, 
the occupying Romans. In the gospels, tax collectors are mentioned as 
sinful and despised outcasts, but is was these outcasts to whom Jesus 
showed his love. Matthew’s name means “gift of the Lord.” Since the sec-
ond century, tradition has attributed the first gospel to him. 
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CAMPUS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME KU STUDENTS!  We are so excited for you to be here, and we look forward to growing to-
gether in Christ!  You will find out quickly that this is a friendly congregation that cares about you.  Campus 
Ministry’s theme for the 2018-19 academic year is “Real. Present. God.” and our verse is Psalm 46:1 “God 
is our refuge and strength, an ever present help in trouble.”  We invite you each Wednesday evening at 
8pm to gather in the Campus Ministry room next to the gym for fellowship, warm cookies, and to study the 
lives of men and women depicted in the Bible.  God was real and present in their lives, and we want to 
discuss how God is real and present in our lives today.  Pastor Randy will be the lead facilitator.  Let’s 
have some fun this year as we grow in Christ together.  

 
Please be sure to put your Lawrence address, preferred email, and telephone number on attendance 

sheet. 
 

IMMANUEL AT A GLANCE 
September 20  —Ministry to the Blind Outreach Dinner—AC  

September 30  —Fifth Sunday Congregational Potluck—AC 

Sept 30-Oct 2  —District Pastoral Conference—Salina  

October 4  —American Red Cross Blood Drive—AC 

October 6  —Church Safety Seminar—AC, S  

October 7  —Congregational Meeting 

October 13  —Men of Immanuel Pancake Breakfast—AC 

October 20  —Church Work Day   

 

New Church Office Hours  Monday – Thursday: 8:30 am -4:30 pm 

    Friday: 10 am -12:00 pm  
 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING 

Sunday, September  179 

Offering   $6,565.00 

Needed Each Week  $7,592.27 

 

 
 

Mark your calendars now!  Next Sunday Sept 30 is Fifth Sun-
day at Immanuel. That means we will have a joint worship ser-
vice at 9:30 a.m., followed by a potluck luncheon at 11:00 a.m. 
 
For this potluck, we would ask that each family bring both a 
main dish and a side to share. 
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OPPORTUNITIES THIS WEEK: 
   September 16—23, 2018 

S=Sanctuary   LL= lower level   LIB=library (Rm 203)   
 AC= Activity Center Rm 105=Youth/Campus Room 

Rm 205=North Classroom 
  
Sunday 16     Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 8:30 AM Worship Service with Communion—S 
 9:35 AM Sign-Language Mini-Lesson—LIB  
 10:00 AM Sunday School &  Adult Bible Study—AC  
 11:00 AM Worship Service with Communion—S 
 12:30 PM Handbell Choir Rehearsal—S  
 
Monday 17 11:00 AM Faithfully Fit Forever—AC 
 7:00 PM Men of Immanuel—LL  
 
Wednesday 19 11:00 AM Faithfully Fit Forever—AC 
  7:45 PM  Choir Rehearsal—MR  
 8:00 PM KU Student Bible Study—Rm 105 
 
Thursday 20 9:30 AM Bible Study—Rm 205 
 12:00 PM Quilting for LWR—LL  
 5:30 PM Ministry to the Blind Dinner–AC  
 
Friday 21 11:00 AM Faithfully Fit Forever—AC 
 
Saturday 22 8:00 AM  Saturday Morning Bible Study 
 
Sunday 23     Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 8:30 AM Worship Service with Communion—S 
 9:35 AM Sign-Language Mini-Lesson—LIB  
 10:00 AM Sunday School & Adult Bible Study—AC  
 11:00 AM Worship Service with Communion—S 
 12:30 PM Handbell Choir Rehearsal—S  
   

Please Join a Bible Study Group:  
Thursdays: + 9:30 AM Bible Study— Rm 205 
Sunday Morning (10:00 AM) - Adults/Students/Youth:  
       + Adult Bible Study—“How Can I Pick Up the Cross This Week?” (Mark 8:27-38) 
       + Youth—IFLY Bible Studies — Rm 105 
       + iROCC—Middle Schoolers’ Class — Rm 205   

 
 

Prayer Requests 
“A Praying Church Is a Growing Church” 

  
Members/friends in retirement centers/nursing homes/at home: 
Dick Bivens—at Jeff’s home 
Marvin Stohs—Brandon Woods South 
Jo Lutz – Brandon Woods 
Don Chapin—at home 
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 Special Prayer Requests:  
Boldness in our mission for Jesus to our community and world. 
Families to attend worship and Bible Study, and faithfully bring children to Sunday School. 
Our ministry to students, faculty, and staff of Kansas, Baker, and Haskell Universities 
 
For Those in the Military: 
Protection and care for those in the military, especially in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 
For Healing: 
For Lori Grimmett and her family, Don Herbel’s daughter 
For Eric Simons, Sharon Hettinger’s brother 
For Jordan Simons, Sharon Hettinger’s nephew 
For Cel Muff and Vic Perry, friends of Lee and Sandy Flachsbarth 
For Barbara Goforth 
For Karyn Bredehoft 
For Nancy Weinkauf 
For Dorothy Anderson 
For Judy Fisher, Lisa Osborne’s mother 
For Helen Mendoza, friend of June Floyd 
For Lee Flachsbarth 
For Sandy Flachsbarth 
For Rob Simons, Sharon Hettinger’s brother 
For Brian Kubota 
 
For Comfort: 
For Mike Lewis and family at the passing of his father. 
For Marilou Bateson’s family and friends at her passing, friend of Jackie and Kelly Rector 
For Velma Jahn’s family and friends at her passing. 
 
*Prayer requests will be listed for only one month, but may be renewed monthly. 

 

SERVING IN THE HOUSE TODAY 
Preaching:   Rev. Randy Weinkauf 

Organist:   Dee Kaczor 

Elders: 8:30 Barb Riley 

 11:00 Kathy Buffington; James Krajicek (assistant) 

Ushers: 8:30 Russ & Beth Dwyer; Kyle & Sara Deterding 

 11:00 June Floyd and Lynn Krusemark  

Greeters: 8:30 Deterding Family 

 11:00 Dudley & Charlotte Karstensen 

Deaf Ministry: 8:30 Sunnie Planthold; Christine Mennicke 

Lay Reader: 8:30 Christine Frese 

 11:00 Lynn Krusemark 

Lay Caller:   Caryn Scott 

Communion Care:   Al & Donna Kuhlman and Phyllis Legler 

Counters:  Rick and Linda Lucas 

Acolyte:   Tyler Deterding 
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PARISH NOTES AND NEWS 
TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS were given by Cristi Hansen, giving thanks for family.  

PRINTED COPIES of Pastor Randy’s sermons for the past month are available for your taking.  They 
are located in the plastic rack on the front corner of the table in the church entryway. Today’s ser-
mon is printed on blue-colored paper. 

OFFERING COUNTERS NEEDED FOR SEPTEMBER:  We like to have 2 counters each week.  Of-
fering counting takes about 1 hour after the 11:00 AM service (30 minutes after special services). 
Training provided. Please sign up for a Sunday in the next weeks in the 3-ring binder in the narthex. 
You can also talk to Cristi Hansen, send her an email (cristi4now@gmail.com), or leave her a text or 
voicemail on her cell phone (785-550-9001).  

FREE TREASURES, TODAY Property and Grounds is cleaning out an accumulation of items from 
the lower level including some toys, hand-made wood crib, two-drawer file cabinets, rolling open 
storage cabinet, book case, clock, office in/out trays and more. These items are on display inside the 
SW entrance (lower-level south) and are available on a first come first serve basis. 

PANCAKE FEED MEETING On Monday Sept 17, 2018, at 7:00 PM, the Men’s Club will hold a Pan-
cake Feed Planning meeting. All participating members who want to be involved with the Pancake 
Feed on Oct 13, 2018, need to attend. There will be no meal provided at the planning meeting, so 
eat prior to attending. Thrivent T-shirts will be given out at this meeting. Tickets will be available for 
selling and cinnamon rolls will be taste-tested at this meeting as well. 

A CONGREGATIONAL DISCUSSION FORUM will be held on Sunday, October 7th.  All are invited to 
attend.  This forum is designed to discuss two relevant questions concerning the addition of called 
staff.  The forum will include a beginning prayer or devotion and two main questions/concerns.  First, 
we will ask for discussion on the ministry needs of Immanuel Lutheran and second the financial con-
siderations/concerns.  Council has determined that each speaker will be given a 3 minute limit.  All 
wanting to address the group will be asked to line up by the microphone and speak.  This is not a 
voter’s meeting it is designed to discuss concerns prior to the November Voter’s meeting.   

"BUTTER BRAID" PASTRIES, ROLLS, COOKIE DOUGH: Orders will be taken by Immanuel's Deaf 
Ministry members (and checks/cash collected at that time) in the Narthex before all worship services 
and after the early worship service on September 23 and 30. Delivery expected by Sunday, October 
7! Partially tax-deductible contributions will be used to help defray costs of attending the 2019 Inter-
national Lutheran Deaf Association (ILDA) Convention coming to Topeka. They stay fresh in your 
freezer until you're ready to thaw and bake them; but thanks to your response this past Spring, we'll 
now offer these just twice each year. So plan to stock up now! Contact Ralph Planthold at admi-
ralr@bdcusa.com with questions or for further information. 

LWML SUNDAY IS OCTOBER 7 The first Sunday in October is traditionally set aside for the obser-
vation of LWML Sunday.  Since 1942, the LWML has affirmed each woman’s identity as a child of 
God and her relationship with Jesus Christ, encouraging and equipping Christian women to live out 
their lives in active mission ministries, and to support missions around the world through their sacrifi-
cial gifts of mites, tithes, offerings, and tireless service.  

WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF- a person walked into our church with a gun pointed at us? We are 
blessed to have trained local law enforcement who will lead a church safety seminar for our congre-
gation on Saturday, October  6. See the yellow flier in your narthex box for more information. Theo-
dore Roosevelt said “In any moment of decision, the best thing you can do is the right thing, the next 
best thing is the wrong thing, and the worst thing you can do is nothing.”  Let each of us be prepared 
to do the best thing. 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF OPPORTUNITY QUILT  The ladies who make LWR quilts have collab-
orated to make this year's beautiful queen/king-size opportunity quilt. The drawing will be held on 
LWML Sunday, the first Sunday in October. Tickets are available for $1 each, or 6 tickets for $5. 
Please see Kristie Rock, Sunnie Planthold, or Sharon Hettinger for tickets. The proceeds go toward 
supplies for LWR quilts.  
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JUSTICE MATTERS: Last Sunday Pastor Randy commissioned Immanuel’s Justice Matters team 
leaders. Please say yes when one of them contacts you about attending a small group meeting. 
Then, come and learn how you can "do justice" (Micah 6:8) in Lawrence and Douglas County. If we 
miss you, take the initiative; contact the church office (843-0620; immanuellutheran@ilcandusc.org) 
or Angela Signor, Ralph Planthold, Ann Hossler, or Virgil Dean.  

IMMANUEL’S  ANNUAL PANCAKE FEED will be Saturday, October 13, from 7:00 AM to 11:00 AM. 
The Men’s Club will be offering “All you can eat” delicious homemade pancakes. Besides pancakes, 
you will get your choice of beverage and link sausage or bacon. Eggs will also be offered at an addi-
tional dollar per egg. The beverage choices are coffee, milk, and orange juice.  Cost: Adults -$6.00 
and children under age 12 - $3.00. Lawrence area firemen and policemen will eat for half price. 
Drive through service will be offered for those with limited time or a desire to take breakfast to work 
or home.  

CROP WALK SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14 Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 2211 Inverness Dr., Law-
rence, will host the charity walk. As in the past, 75% of Immanuel’s monies will go to Lutheran World 
Relief. The other 25% will be split locally between L.I.N.K. (Lawrence Interdenominational Nutrition 
Kitchen) and Jubilee Café.   Let’s show our teamwork to the other congregations and groups in Law-
rence by planning now to be a part of the Lawrence CROP Walk on Sunday, October 14, 2018.  
Keep up this tradition of 30+ years of Immanuel’s contribution to impact those in need both locally 
and afar. The Lawrence CROP Walk began in 1979 and to date has raised over an amazing 
$350,000. On Oct. 14, Registration will be at Good Shepherd at 1:00 PM. Send off and Walk is at 
2:00 PM. There are two routes for the walk: 5K (3.106 miles) or half 5K (1.5 miles).  Sign up in the 
narthex to sponsor the walk and to start forming your team of walkers as Immanuel attempts to 
make this the largest and most productive walk yet!  Grab a water bottle. Fill it with change. Every 
little bit helps to dig a well for those who don’t have access to clean drinking water. “We Walk Be-
cause They Walk” Questions? Call Delisa Drewes at 785-393-1171. 

OUTDOOR WORK DAY  Save Saturday, October 20 starting at 9:00 AM. We need able-bodied men 
and women to help do some pruning and cleanup of our grounds. Bring whatever tools you have, but 
we will have some extra tools available such as loppers, small saws, shears, etc.   

THE HANDBELL CHOIR welcomes new ringers. We meet 12:30 PM on Sundays. Contact Sharon 
Hettinger or Sara Deterding for details or if you have questions about this weekly commitment. 

DRIVERS NEEDED:  We people to give rides to church and back home. Please sign up in the book 
in narthex. 

GENEROSITY THOUGHT—Mark 9:24 – “Immediately the father of the child cried out, ‘I believe; help my 
unbelief!’” Haven’t we often felt like this! And notice that Jesus does not throw the man out because of his 
weakness of faith. He still has pity, as Lord he still blesses the man. Neither does Jesus leave people in 
weakness of faith. He blesses us and calls us to a deeper faith—as he did to the disciples in the boat on 
the storm tossed sea. How does our faith grow? By hearing the Word of God. What does our faith 
lead to as it grows? A godly life lived in thanksgiving to our Lord. 

OUR STEPHEN MINISTERS ARE READY TO CARE FOR YOU!  Stephen Ministers are 
members of Immanuel-University who have been through extensive training and 
provide confidential, one-to-one, Christian care to people who are experiencing a 
difficult time. They will listen, care, encourage, pray with and for you, and provide 
weekly support for you as long as your need persists. If you or someone you know 
is hurting, find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking with our Stephen Leader, 
Pastor Randy. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to bring God's love and care into 
your life. 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR  In a classic message from 1998, former speaker of 
The Lutheran Hour Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer explains how a common table prayer 
reminds us of our dependence upon God and God’s gifts. Listen to “The Lu-

theran Hour” next Sunday at 7:30 a.m. on radio station WIBW 580 AM (Topeka), at 8:00 a.m. on 
KCMO 710 AM (Mission), or at 8:30 a.m. on KLWN 1320 AM (Lawrence), as Rev. Meyer preaches 
on the theme, “Come, Lord Jesus,” basing his sermon on Exodus 16. Or you can listen to “The Lu-
theran Hour” on streaming MP3 at http://www.lutheranhour.org/default.asp.  
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Mark 7:14–23 (September 16) 

“When God in his mercy chastens us, he shows us and lays upon us only the lighter evils, for God 
knows that if he were to lead a man to a full knowledge of his own evils, that man would die at once. 
He, did however, give a taste of this to some, of whom it is said, ‘He brings down to hell and brings 
back again’ [1 Sam. 2:6]. Therefore, they speak truth who say that our physical sufferings are moni-
tors of the evil within.” LW 42:125 

Quotation from Luther’s Works, American Edition 
(56 vols.; St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House and Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1955–1986).  

 
QUESTION: Could you please explain a “divine call” to me? Is there a biblical 
reference, or is it a man-made concept? 
 
ANSWER: Article 14 of the Augsburg Confession (one of the formal Lutheran 
Confessional writings) says, “It is taught among us that no one should publicly 
teach or preach or administer the Sacraments in the church without a regular 
call.” Traditionally in the Lutheran church this has been described as a “divine 
call” because: 
· It is God who has instituted the pastoral office in order that the Word might 

be preached and the sacraments instituted in an orderly way (Luke 10:16; 
Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-2; 1 Timothy 3; Titus 1; Eph: 4:11, 14; Col. 4:17; 1 
Cor. 4:1; 1 Cor. 14:40; 2 Cor. 2:17); 

· It is God who has given congregations the right to call a pastor to carry out 
this work in their midst and on their behalf (Matt. 28:18-20; Matt. 16:13-19, 
18: 17-20; John 20:22, 23; 1 John 4:1; 1 Peter 2:5-6, 4:11; Acts 6:6; 1 Tim. 
3:10, 4:14, 5:17; Titus 1:5; Acts 1:23; Heb. 13:17; 1 Thess. 5:12). 

 
The specific process by which a congregation extends a call to a pastor is not 
set forth in the Scriptures, and so this process may vary from time to time and 
place to place. 
 
In the interest of doing things “decently and in order” (1 Cor. 14:40), however, 
the various districts of the Synod have established a set of procedures which is 
intended to help congregations: 1) identify potential candidates for a call, and 2) 
follow the steps by which the congregation may extend a call to the individual 
whom they believe would be best suited to ministry at that place.1 

 
What makes the congregation’s call different than, say, a Baptist or non-
denominational congregation’s, is that the congregation (ideally, at least) is not 
really “hiring” the pastor, and neither can the congregation “fire” the pastor. 

In advance of the Congregational Meeting scheduled for Sunday, October 7, a meeting 
that has as its sole agenda item the looking at the possibility of adding a second profes-
sional staff person, I have been asked to explain the differences between a person who 
has a “divine call” and a contract worker (or someone hired “at will.” The following 
question and answer come to us from The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. —PR 
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While it is a call from the congregation, it is also, and ultimately, a Divine Call 
from God to serve His people in that place. Thus, it is God who (through means, 
as always) calls His pastors from one place to another.2 

 
From the two above quotations, we see that, while congregations “call” individuals to serve as 
pastors in the office of public ministry, ultimately it really is God who “calls” a person as a pastor 
of a congregation. The same is true of “calling” Directors of Christian Education, Directors of 
Christian Outreach, Associate Pastors, Assistant Pastors, Deacons, Deaconesses, and Parochi-
al School Teachers. All these positions, which flow from the office of pastor and are ancillary to 
that office, therefore also are “called” positions. The individual is “called” by the congregation, 
and ultimately by God. 
 
This differs from someone who is a contract worker or is hired “at will.” She or he is “hired” to 
fulfill a specific duty, often as a teacher in a parochial school. One qualification to teach mathe-
matics, for example, is not that the teacher needs to be a member of a Lutheran congregation. 
Math is math! Any person who can teach math well could teach math in a church school. A con-
tract or “at will” worker then could be used. 
 
However, if the position being filled is a fulltime one that involves the Christian life or teaching, I 
personally think it most appropriate, even necessary, that the congregation look to “call” a per-
son to fulfill that position. This “called” person would have not only the education but also the 
religious training from one of our synodical colleges, so that she or he could teach in accord with 
the Word of God as understand by The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 
 
Unfortunately, the subject arises of how one can remove a “called” worker. This is a very serious 
matter, be it for cause or lack of funds. 
 
The church has traditionally laid down two grounds for deposing pastors and other servants of 
the Word: persistent teaching of false doctrine, and leading a scandalous and offensive life” (p. 
42). The report goes on to say, “A third reason has often been cited within the Lutheran tradi-
tion, namely, the inability or refusal to perform the duties of the office” (p. 43). These quotations 
indicate that the Synod has generally envisioned the removal of a called worker only on the ba-
sis of specific faults or failures on the part of the worker, not because a congregation would pre-
fer no longer to have that called worker in their service.3 
 
When a lack of funds exists, the removal of either an “at will” employee or a “called” worker has 
serious implications. The full 2003 document, Theology and Practice of “the Divine Call,” is 
available online at https://www.lcms.org/Document.fdoc?src=lcm&id=410. 
 
To summarize, if the position being filled is one that involves the Christian life or teaching, I per-
sonally think it most appropriate, even necessary, that the congregation look to “call” a person to 
fulfill that position. This “called” person would have not only the education but also the religious 
training from one of our synodical colleges, so that she or he could teach in accord with the 
Word of God as understand by The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 
 
ENDNOTES 
1 https://www.lcms.org/about/beliefs/faqs/worship-and-congregational-life (accessed September 12, 2018). 
2 Timotheos, “The Call Process in the LCMS,” April 30, 2007, https://talkingdonkey.wordpress.com/2007/04/30/the-

call-process-in-the-lcms (accessed September 12, 2018). 
3  Commission on Theology and Church Relations, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, Theology and Practice of 

“the Divine Call,” in “Response to ‘Questions about the Removal of Called Workers from a Dispute Resolution Pan-
el (2010).’” 
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